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BCA Considers Response to
Metro Proposal

Al the February 37 meeting of the Bluemont
Civic Association (BCA), members will finalize
the BCAS pasithon on a Metro staff proposal to
build & new train fine from Rosshyn to East Falls
Church passing through the Bluemont
neighborhood, The proposed line would incluede
& station stop near |-66 just west of George
Mason Drive,

The BCA Metro Commitbes is recommending

that the BCA send & letter to Arlington County
Board Chalrman Chiris Zimrmerman, o include

the following polnts: (please see next page)



Mefee, coniinued

& TheBCA supports the kdea of Metro system
expansion, but Is concemed over the cument
propaosal,

®  Land use policies should be coordinated with
Metro expansion,

= Anynew line should be instead located along an
established development comidor — such as the
Columbia Pike/Route 7 corrido,

®  Inconsidering station stops, effects on surrounding
neighborhoods should be of paramount concern.
In the case of Bluemont, densities, zoning and
land use should not be changed.

= fAny stationin Bluemont neighborhood shoukd
primarily serve the surrounding areaand notbe a
major center for bus or train transfers. Mor should
it have a parking It

8 Careful consideration should be given to whether
it makes economic sense to have a station near
George Mason Drive, given the population density
of the area and the closeness of the future west
exit of the Ballston Metro,

®  [Ifanadditional line is built along I-66, then stops
on that fine should be built primarily on decks
above the highway. These stops shoubkd not take
harmes or sections of the bike trails or park space
that are near |-66.

®  Planning for the mew line should be coordinated
with the consideration of other proposed
trensportation projects in ourregion, such asthe
possible widening of 66 and proposals for
additional light rail or bus service in the county.

= Metro construction and operations showld be done
as efficiently as possible, to reduce the financial

burden to the fare-paying and tax-paying public,

®  The line should be designed in a way that does
not subject surraunding communities to
slgnificant noise levals,

Mero, confilnued mexy coliemmn

Metre, contimued

At the February meeting, the BCA will also consider
whether to send a separate letter to Mr. Zimmierman
haping for the eary completion of the planned new
western access of the Ballston Metro near Vermont Street.

Our Growing Neighborhood

Dwring the 1990' Bluemont's population grew by 14%,
from 4993 people in 1990 to 5678 people in 2000,
according the LS. Census statistics. During the same
period, the Ballston-Virgink Square neighborhood
increased in population by 74%, from 4829 to 8411,

Reeves Farm Property

At the January 23 meeting, the BCA decided its
recommandation to Arington County for the use of the
Reeves Farm proparty near Bluemant Park at
Manchester Street, The BCA s asking the County bo;

»  immediately reduce the frequency of mowing on the
hifside In order to establish a meadow habitat for

wldflowers and wildlife, and to reduce water rupaff,

®  designate a partor all of the property as a Local
Historic District to recognize its significance as the
County’s last working farm,

®  preserve a portion of the hillside as a winter
sledding area to maintain this popular use,

#  refrain from adopting any use that involves
additional paving or grading on the site, or that
significantly increases traffic or noise in the
surrpunding nelghborhoods,

m  preserve the historic agricultural character of the
house and property and make use of both In ways
consistent with that character,such as by allowing
histaric or environmental groups to oooupy and use
the site, and

®  adopialong-term managemant plan for the
property that reflects and educates visitors sbout its
agricultural and netural history, such as creating
mieadow or wilkdflower ereas, or developing

community or educational gardens and displays.

Business of the Month:
Castro's Bakery

Tir encourage our members to shop locally, BCA
News will periodically highlight one of our many
interesting meighbaorhood businesses.,

Castro’s Bakery.at 5515 Wilson Boulevard (near
Jefferson Street) specializes in cakes-to-orderand a
range of authentic, tasty Central American and South
Amerfcan pastries and cookies. The bakery has been
in the Blusmont neighborhood for four years.

According to Manager Johnny Quintanilla, the
business recently expanded and expects to be at its
current kacation for a number of years. Castro's Bakery
is open from 7 a.m, to 7 pom, Monday throwgh

Saturclay,
Give Castro’s Bakery and other bocal shops a tryl

Bluemont Remembers...

Rural Free Delivery

Excerpts from the Arfington County Public
Library 1985 Oral History Interviews of Mr,
William M. Garnett;

frterviewer:

| MrGarreft:

In thie 1920%, were the streets paved?

Must have been in the20', latter part of the
'20's because Carlin Springs Road was a dirt
road then whean | left here_. Mrs. Miles paed
to serve mail on there with a horse and
bugay. ..Rural Free Delivary.




