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Upcoming Presentations at the General 
Membership Meetings
All Meetings are in the library of Key Escuela Elementary (855 N. Edison) 
and on ZOOM. Free Parking at both locations. Membership meetings are 
at 7:30 PM on a Wednesday.

April 29. Susan Cunningham, a member of the County Board, will speak 
at our April 29 meeting concerning budgetary and other issues facing 
Arlington, and she will take members’ questions. 

May 20 and June 24 guest speakers are to be determined. 

Before each membership meeting, the Executive Board meets at 7.  
All are welcome at Executive Board meetings. 

Talk to Your County Government
Arlington County offers citizens many 
opportunities to discuss issues and 
proposed policies in-person with board 
members and county staff.  Citizens can 
learn about and express opinions on any 
proposed project or policy by registering 
to speak at regular county board meetings, 

which are usually held on the third Saturday of the month on the 
third floor of the Bozman Government Center, 2100 Clarendon 
Boulevard.  The next meeting will be on April 18 from 9:30 am to 5:00 
pm.  Irregularly scheduled board hearings invite citizens to speak on 
announced specific topics. Two recent hearings convened the entire 
county board to listen to two-to-three-minute statements from citizens 
about the proposed budget, on March 24, and about the proposed 
residential property tax increase, on March 26. Typically, hearings start 
at 6:30 pm in the third floor County Board Meeting Room of the Bozman 
Government Center.

Another opportunity to speak directly with county board members 
is afforded by Open Door Mondays, which occur on the second and 
fourth Monday of most months usually at different community centers 

(cont. on p. 2)
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and libraries around the county.  Board 
members take turns hosting these sessions 
and fielding questions, complaints, and the 
occasional compliment on the entire range 
of county issues and concerns. Open Door 
Mondays run from 6:00–8:00 pm.  Advance 
registration is not required. 

The county's diligent staff frequently 
solicits citizens' opinions on developing 
policies at various engagements, ranging 
from community center "open houses" 
to "popups" at weekend farmers' markets 
and other places. These engagements 
allow citizens to probe deeply into the 
ramifications of contemplated county-
wide policy changes by speaking 
directly to county staff with expertise 
ranging from urban planning through 
traffic management to forestry.  
Recent engagements focused on the 
board's desire to update the county's 
Comprehensive Plan to encourage more 
home-building and an effort to improve 
stormwater management by limiting 
residential properties' impermeable 
surfaces.  

You can receive alerts about upcoming 
staff engagements by signing up for 
the emailed weekly "Inside Arlington" 
newsletter here. You can also register to 
speak at regular county board meetings 
and hearings via the same website. 

Talk to Your County (cont.)

Come Ring Our Bell!
Neighbors can join the Bluemont Civic Association in ringing the 
bell in Constitution Gardens, the corner of Wilson Boulevard and 
George Mason Drive, at noon on every national holiday. Everyone, 
kid or adult, gets to ring the bell. It’s fun for the entire family! The 
next bell ringing is Memorial Day, Monday, May 25. 

The bell in Constitution Gardens has been in our neighborhood 
since 1987. It was donated to be part of a memorial 
commemorating the bicentennial of the U.S. Constitution. Our Civic 
Association agreed to care for the bell and clapper. The Association 
bylaws were changed to make one of the duties of the President 
to “Provide for the ringing of the bell in Constitution Garden on all 
Federal holidays.”  

Also mark your calendars for bell ringings on Juneteenth (Friday 
June 19), Independence Day (Saturday, July 4), Labor Day 
(Monday September 7), Columbus Day/Indigenous Peoples Day 
(Monday, October 12), Veterans Day (Wednesday, November 11), 
Thanksgiving (Thursday November 26), Christmas Day (Friday, 
December 25) and all federal holidays! 

Celebrating Our Nation's 250th birthday—Seeking Ideas and Volunteers!
The Bluemont Civic Association invites everyone to come ring the bell at the 
corner of N. George Mason Drive and Wilson Blvd at noon on every federal holiday, 
including July 4th. But, July 4, 2026, is the 250th birthday of America! Would you like 
to see an additional celebration for July 4th here in Bluemont?  What are your ideas? 
Can you help implement your idea? Contact exec@bluemontcivic.org by May 4, to 
let us know what you think, and whether you'd like us to keep you updated as we 
plan to celebrate America's 250th birthday!  (We will also ring the bell at 2:50 that 
day as part of a nationwide bell ringing.)

www.bluemontcivic.org
http://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Topics/Engage
mailto:exec@bluemontcivic.org
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Thanks to the Department of Parks and Recreation, we can provide 
updates on six County projects affecting parks in Bluemont. Some 
are just starting. Two are wrapping up. One is scheduled to start 
in 2027, and one is not yet in the design phase. We encourage you 
to sign up for email updates on each project’s webpage. The links 
are below. These updates will keep you informed of changes in 
key milestones, and of opportunities for community engagement 
as they become available. Updates will include opportunities to 
provide input prior to the project advancing, as well as messages 
that include timelines about what month or season the projects 
go to the County Board for consideration. As projects move to 
construction, email updates include construction schedules, 
detours, re-opening notices, ribbon cuttings, and any future 
developments related to these projects after construction is 
complete.  

Three of the projects are in Bluemont Park. 

Bluemont Junction Trail Milling & Repaving 
•	 Timeline: Construction started in November 2025 and is targeted 
to finish in April 2026. The project webpage includes the latest 
schedule, maps, and any closure information as work progresses. 

•	 This project will improve the connectivity of the Bluemont 
Junction Trail in terms of surface conditions, safety, and long-term 
durability. 

•	 Once completed, users can expect a smoother riding and walking 
surface with improved accessibility. 

•	 POC: Brenda Parker  

•	 Project page 

Bluemont Park Tennis Courts Renovations  

•	 Timeline: Construction began in March 2026 and is anticipated 
to be completed in Fall 2027. The project timeline is weather 
dependent. 

•	 Project updates will be posted about once a month under the 
“February 2026—Construction Start and Updates” tab. Additional 
updates will be shared with those who sign up on the project 
page at the link below. Updates will come around the midpoint of 
construction and again as the project nears completion. 

•	 During construction, the tennis courts, adjacent parking lot, 
restrooms, and a short segment of the Four Mile Run Trail are 

closed. Restrooms remain open in the 
southern portion of Bluemont Park by the 
playground. 

•	 Other Park amenities, including the 
baseball field, soccer field, and playground, 
remain open.  

•	 A signed detour directs trail users to the 
nearby W&OD Trail before reconnecting to 
the Four Mile Run Trail. 

•	 Alternative parking is available on N. 
Manchester Street, the southern lot near 
the playground, or on nearby streets. 
Ashlawn Elementary School parking is not 
available during school hours. 

•	 The renovation will modernize the 
tennis courts; provide a new picnic 
shelter, restrooms and lighting; improve 
the parking lot; and improve drainage, 
site circulation, site furnishings and 
landscaping. 

•	 Bluemont Park Little Library: When 
he learned that construction fencing 
would block access to the Little Library in 
Upper Bluemont Park, the Parks Manager 
contacted the Bluemont Civic Association 
to identify a person responsible for this 
Little Library, which had been established 
by fifth grade girl scouts from Ashlawn 
Elementary in 2015. The Parks Department 
and the point of contact for the Little 
Library coordinated on reinstalling the 
Little Library by the playground in Lower 
Bluemont Park.  

•	 POC: Shibu Joseph 

•	 Project page includes plans, renderings, 
and an email sign-up for updates. 

Six projects in Bluemont Parks! Sign Up for Email Updates!

(cont'd on p. 4)

www.bluemontcivic.org
mailto:BFParker@arlingtonva.us
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Projects/Project-Types/Parks-Projects/Bluemont-Junction-Trail-Milling-and-Repaving
https://www.arlingtonva.us/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/parks-recreation/images/bluemont-park-tennis-court-construction-zone-map.jpg.jpeg
mailto:Shibu%20Joseph?subject=
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Projects/Project-Types/Parks-Projects/Bluemont-Park-Tennis-Courts-Renovations
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Bluemont Park Bridges Replacement 
Project 
•	 Timeline: Design completion, 
permitting, and bidding are anticipated in 
summer 2027, with County Board action 
and construction projected for late 2027. 

•	 This project will replace the existing low-
water ford with a raised bridge for both 
pedestrian and vehicular access to the 
shelter and other park amenities to comply 
with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA). The existing pedestrian-only 
bridge inside the heavily wooded area 
will be removed. After a Hydrologic and 
Hydraulic (H&H) Study, the existing culvert 
bridge near the basketball court will be 
realigned together with a segment of 
the stream channel to improve the long-
standing erosion issues along the stream 
bank. A key goal is to make the pedestrian 
bridge compliant with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act while minimizing the 
environmental impact especially to the 
existing mature trees in the area. 

•	 The work is part of Arlington County’s 
Trail and Bridge Modernization Program. 
These structures were identified for repair/
replacement by the County’s bridge 
inspection study.

•	 No new amenities are planned 
beyond the accessibility upgrades and 
environmental improvements. 

•	 POC: Juan Du 

•	 Project page includes a photo indicating 
the location of the ford, bridge and 
culvert and allows you to sign up for email 
updates. 

Lacey Woods Park Renovation
•	 Timeline: Construction began in March 2026 and is expected to 
last one year. 

•	 This Parks Maintenance Capital project will renovate the northern 
portion of Lacey Woods Park. The project includes renovating the 
restrooms and front picnic shelter, improving basketball court 
lighting, stormwater management, drainage, landscaping and site 
circulation, ADA improvements, added site furnishings, and limited 
fencing. Based on feedback from the September 2024 Bluemont 
Civic Association General Membership meeting, bike racks and a 
bulletin board have been added to the original plan, placed where 
they will not block the view of guardians watching over their 
children from the shelter. The renovations will improve accessibility, 
safety and environmental sustainability. 

•	 The existing playground is not included in this renovation phase. 

•	 NOTE:  Although the original scope of the project included 
renovation of the basketball court surface, court fencing, and 
basketball hoops, due to construction costs coming in higher 
than expected these items have been deferred to a later date. The 
Department of Parks and Recreation understands the importance 
of the basketball court to the community and assures us that the 
County is anticipating replacing these items as part of future work, 
although the specific timeline has yet to be determined. 

•	 Additional updates, including construction timelines and potential 
park access impacts, will be shared as they become available.

•	 POC: Construction Manager Thomas Boyd III

•	 Project page includes renderings and photos, and allows you to 
sign up for email updates. 

Six projects in Bluemont Parks (cont'd.)

Our neighborhood benefits from having many fine parks and green space. 

www.bluemontcivic.org
mailto:JDu%40arlingtonva.us?subject=
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Projects/Project-Types/Parks-Projects/Bluemont-Park-Bridges-Replacement-Project
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Projects/Project-Types/Uncategorised/Lacey-Woods-Park-Renovation
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Bon Air (N. Lexington Street Sanitary Sewer System 
Improvements and the Water Main Replacement) 
•	 Timeline: Construction was substantially completed in January 
2026. Site restoration and close-out tasks are on-going, including 
restoration work at the Bon Air Park Rose Garden parking lot. 
Repaving will be conducted by the County's paving contractor as 
part of the annual paving program, which is tentatively scheduled 
to begin in early May. 

•	 In April, a communication will be sent about the paving program 
to residents by mail (and to civic association presidents by email). 
William Bergeron is the paving manager for the northside of the 
County and can be reached at wbergeron@arlingtonva.us with any 
questions.

•	 Location: North Lexington Street from Wilson Boulevard to 9th 
Street North, and the parking lot of Bon Air Park (850 N. Lexington 
St., Arlington, VA 22205); information here. 

•	 This project is part of the Sanitary Sewer System Improvements 
and the Water Main Replacement programs (Water Sewer 
Maintenance Capital), from  the Utilities portion of the FY 2025-
2034 CIP.

•	 During large storm events, backups have been reported at 
several residences along North Lexington Street. The project 
provides a second sanitary sewer line along North Lexington Street, 
eliminating backup issues experienced by residents upstream. The 
additional 12-inch diameter sanitary sewer line, installed between 
9th Street North and Wilson Boulevard along North Lexington 
Street and through the Bon Air Park parking lot, helps to protect 
these residences in the event of major storms. Replacing the 
existing 6-inch diameter watermain along North Lexington Street 
with a larger, 8-inch diameter water main increases capacity and 
replaces the approximately 85-year-old pipe with new pipe.

•	 Project page includes diagrams and descriptions of the work. 

Bon Air Park Pavillon and Playground 
Renovations
•	 Timeline: TBD—The County recently 
set up the website for this project and 
has not yet officially started the design 
process. Sign up for email updates on the 
project page, and look out for community 
engagement opportunities as they move 
toward the design process.

•	 Purpose: to replace the existing picnic 
shelter and playground at the rear of Bon 
Air Park.

•	 Those of you who joined a walk-through 
just before COVID hit in March 2020 with 
the Parks Area Manager, Bluemont and 
Dominion Hills civic associations, and 
neighbors, may recall that this picnic 
shelter and playground are often damaged 
in heavy rains due to a nearby bend 
in the Four Mile Run stream. The Parks 
Area Manager noted the importance 
to the community of the picnic shelter, 
playground and mature trees in this spot. 

•	 Project page indicates the location, 
shows which picnic shelter and playground 
are to be replaced, and lets you sign up for 
email updates.

Six projects in Bluemont Parks (cont'd.)

www.bluemontcivic.org
mailto:wbergeron@arlingtonva.us
https://www.arlingtonva.us/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/water/documents/n-lex-sanitary-sewer-and-water-main-project-overhead.pdf
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Projects/Project-Types/Water-Utilities/N-Lexington-St-Sanitary-Sewer-and-Water-Main-Improvements
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Projects/Project-Types/Parks-Projects/Bon-Air-Pavilion-and-Playground-Renovations?transfer=d2962f3c-b600-407d-80bd-64808dea6f9f
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Bluemont Civic Association members have 
been discussing redevelopment at the 
Holiday Inn site (4600 N. Fairfax) for the 
last few years at our monthly meetings 
and through email updates. Bluemont 
Civic Association volunteers attended 
the Site Plan meetings for this project, 
and the March 11, 2026, pre-construction 
community meeting with General 
Contractor John Moriarity and Associates 
and the developer Hoffman Associates. 
Other neighbors and the Ballston Park HOA 
also attended. 

The hotel, the adjacent Arlington Center 
office building and two single-family 
homes will be removed and replaced 
by three buildings: one seven-story 
multifamily building with 420 rental units; 
and two four-story triplex buildings that 
will have 15 rental units each. Demolition 
is scheduled to run from April to August 
2026, excavation from September 2026 
to February 27, concrete operations from 
October to September 27, and framing 
operations from August 27 to March 28. 
Substantial completion is expected in 
February 2029. 

Construction hours on the site are 
Monday–Friday 7 am to 9 pm; holidays 
and weekends 9 am to 9 pm. Construction 
hours in the public right-of-way are 
Monday to Friday 9 am to 3:30 pm; and 
holidays and weekends 10 am to 6 pm.

The phone numbers and emails for the 
points of contact people should call to 
report problems during construction are: 
General Contractor community liaison 
Jed Clift, 202-810-5557, email; Developer 
community liaison Cory Wilson, 202-686-
0001, email.

The General Contractor said parking for 
construction workers and contractors is 
allowed only in a lot at 627 N. Glebe Road. 

They should not park on residential streets including Wilson Blvd, 
Woodrow, and Wakefield. He said there could be problems at first, 
and neighbors should contact the community liaison so he can 
resolve it. In response to a question, the General Contractor said 
there would be no changes to existing parking on Wakefield, e.g. 
the two-hour free parking will remain. The General Contractor 
said they will need to take residential parking temporarily while 
there is something discrete that has to be done on N. Wakefield 
and Woodrow, but they would inform the Ballston Park HOA and 
Bluemont Civic Association in advance. 

Much of the discussion at the pre-construction meeting was about 
the effect on vehicle and pedestrian traffic on N. Fairfax Drive, 
Wilson Blvd., Wakefield, and Woodrow Streets. The amount of 
construction traffic, and detours, will vary during different phases 
of the project (see diagram below.) 

In all phases, the main access to the site is from Fairfax Drive, which 
is the primary route. Wakefield and Woodrow are a “secondary 
route” that will have controlled entry for discrete work that must 
use Woodrow and Wakefield. The General Contractor said they are 
very intentional about using this secondary route, no construction 
vehicles should be there if work is not going on. Trucks should 
be doing only a quick in and out of the construction site and 
should not be idling. Neighbors were encouraged to contact the 
community liaison if they saw problems, so the General Contractor 
can ensure his team follows these rules. 

Regarding traffic changes when utility work is required, including 
on Wilson Blvd, the General Contractor said they would inform the 
Ballston Park HOA and Bluemont Civic Association in advance. He 
said Dominion Virginia is responsible for doing its own notifications 
for their utility work. 

Holiday Inn Redevelopment, 4600 N. Fairfax Drive

Red arrows Primary Haul Route; blue arrows Secondary/Tertiary Haul Route

(cont'd. on p. 7)

www.bluemontcivic.org
mailto:Jclift%40jm-a.com?subject=
mailto:cwilson%40hoffman-dev.com?subject=
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Holiday Inn Redevelopment (cont'd.)

During most of demolition and other phases of the project, the 
General Contractor will maintain the existing sidewalk in front of 
the current Holiday Inn, but when it removes the overhang in front 
of the entrance to the Holiday Inn, that sidewalk must be closed, 
and pedestrians will be routed to the opposite side of N. Fairfax 
Drive. 

The General Contractor will try to minimize traffic disruptions. 
When it does utility and frontage work on Fairfax Drive and installs 
underground utilities, there will be a temporary lane shift and 
partial lane closure on Fairfax, but not during rush hour on the 
weekdays. When they continue utility installation on Fairfax, there 
will be a temporary lane closure with a merge. The work will be 
coordinated to minimize peak traffic disruption. 

During frontage improvements along Fairfax Drive, and utility and 
surface improvements on Wakefield and Woodrow, there will be 
a different temporary pedestrian routing as shown on this slide. 
BCA representatives asked the contractor to inform Washington-
Liberty High School and Key Escuela Elementary School about 
how construction is expected to impact pedestrians and traffic, 
including the pedestrian detour routes.

The General Contractor said existing street lighting will remain 
during construction. Temporary lighting will be installed in active 
work zones. Pedestrian detours will always remain lighted. The 
lights will maintain visibility for drivers and pedestrians.

The General Contractor will follow County procedures on dust 
control and use watering to control dust. They will have rodent 
control throughout the entire construction. There will be no pile 
driving, drilling will be used. Dumpsters and port-a-potties will be 
kept away from homes. At first the dumpsters will be in various 
spots inside the project fence, but once construction has advanced 

to where they have a final spot for the 
dumpsters, the General Contractor will 
inform the community. 

Bluemont residents, businesses and 
property owners seeing problems during 
construction are encouraged to use the 
listed points of contact for the General 
Contractor and the developer and are 
welcome to contact the Bluemont Civic 
Association.

Thanks to Our Newsletter 
Distributors
BCA's newsletter 
reaches every 
accessible household 
in our neighborhood 
thanks to a 
dedicated group of 
volunteers who take 
the time to deliver 
it door-to-door. Two times each year, these 
neighbors pick up bundles of newsletters 
and walk twenty-six routes to make sure 
everyone stays informed about local 
news. Their reliable efforts help keep our 
neighborhood connected.

We would like to extend our sincere 
thanks to the following volunteers: Peg 
Rudy, Maura Quinn, Shakti Shukla, Henry 
McFarland, Jeff Bartos, Don Sottile, 
Kathleen Reilly, Meg Gloudemans, John 
Van Doren, Judy Collins, Ellen Armbruster, 
Stephanie Paup, Brownrigg Snow, 
Bernadette Wolford, Susan Mockler, Bob 
Maynes, Laura and Bill Brothers, Kate 
Mattos, Joi Kudirka, Caroline and Mark 
Haynes, Jody Harrington, Caroline and 
Richard Young, David Smith, Susanne 
Seefeldt, Nadia Ghannam, Alina Mathew 
and Laura Kirkconnell.

www.bluemontcivic.org
mailto:exec%40bluemontcivic.org?subject=
mailto:exec%40bluemontcivic.org?subject=
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The BCA Needs You
Have you wondered how to get more 
involved in our Bluemont community? We 
have several volunteer opportunities. We 
are preparing for the annual election of the 
new Executive Board. If you are interested 
in learning more about how to improve our 
neighborhood, please run for a position 
with the Bluemont Civic Association. 

These volunteer positions require about 
3–10 hours of your time each month, 
depending on the position. This time 
includes attending the monthly meeting. 
Your BCA membership must be current.

You are welcome to run for a BCA office 
as a "newbie."  All volunteers bring their 
organizing skills, caring team spirit, and 
desire to meet Bluemont's needs. BCA 
leaders work collaboratively, sharing 
information and points of view to 
take effective action on behalf of our 
neighborhood.  

Positions are described in the BCA Bylaws.  
The positions are president, first vice 
president, second vice president, treasurer, 
secretary, Arlington Neighborhoods 
Advisory Committee Rep, Arlington 
Neighborhoods Advisory Committee 
Alternative Rep, Civic Federation Delegates 
(there are 4), and Civic Federation Alternate 
Delegates (there are 4).

Want to know more?  Send questions to 
the Nominating Committee.

Want to run?  Submit your name, email 
address, and the position you seek to the 
Nominating Committee.  The committee 
will present a slate of nominees at the 
BCA membership meeting on May 28. 
Nominations will also be accepted from all 
members at that meeting. Elections will 
be held at the BCA annual membership 
meeting on June 25.

Stormwater Developments Affecting Our 
Neighborhood
There are several important developments involving 
stormwater management and flood risk awareness in our 
community.

FEMA Floodplain Maps Now Live
The FEMA floodplain updates described in our November 
2025 newsletter have been successfully implemented in 
Arlington's GIS mapping system. The changes were proposed 
by County staff after consultation with our Association. These 
updated maps provide more accurate flood risk assessments 
for our area and are available for public access here. We 
encourage all residents to review these updated maps 
to better understand potential flood risks affecting their 
properties.

New Stormwater Progress Report
Arlington's Department of Environmental Services has 
recently published an informative infographic detailing 
significant progress made under the Capital Improvement 
Plan for stormwater management. This comprehensive visual 
summary highlights the county's ongoing efforts to enhance 
our stormwater infrastructure and protect our community 
from flooding. The infographic is accessible here.

Protecting Your Home

Flood preparedness is important for all residents, regardless of 
their property's official flood zone designation. A substantial 
percentage of flooding occurs in areas outside of FEMA-
defined high-risk zones. Our community has witnessed 
flooding outside high-risk zones in recent years, particularly 
affecting our neighbors to the north and northwest. 

For residents seeking guidance on flood protection measures, 
Arlington County provides valuable resources on home 
protection strategies. You can protect your home by taking 
advantage of these resources and staying informed about 
stormwater management developments in our community. 
Your proactive engagement in flood preparedness helps 
ensure the safety and resilience of our neighborhood.

Comprehensive information on reducing your flood risk is 
available here. 

www.bluemontcivic.org
mailto:Nominating%20Committee?subject=BCA%20Nominations
mailto:nominating%40bluemontcivic.org?subject=
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Maps
https://www.arlingtonva.us/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/environment/documents/stormwater_progress-infographic2026_jan.pdf
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Sustainability/Stormwater/Reduce-Your-Risk-of-Flooding
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BCA Actions and Resolutions Since the October 2025 Newsletter

More information on civic association meetings, including the full text of resolutions, is in the minutes posted at 
www.bluemontcivic.org. Besides the activities listed below, BCA delivers the ENews, which goes by email to nearly 
500 recipients, almost every week.  On a daily basis, BCA updates its social media (Facebook and Nextdoor) with 
alerts and information. 

October 2025
The President contacted Path Forward 
about the homeless person living by the 
bell. They immediately reached out to that 
person, and she hopes that they will find a 
better place for him to live. 

The Board discussed the County’s low-
density study, which looks at impermeable 
surfaces but not at the issue of the height 
of houses, size of structures, or the issue of 
packed earth around houses. The President 
in conjunction with other associations 
continues to discuss the study with County 
officials and will soon meet with County 
Board member J. D. Spain about the 
subject.

The Second Vice President and 
President attended a meeting about the 
comprehensive plan update.  County 
board members Maureen Coffey and Susan 
Cunningham made opening remarks 
and county staff project lead Rana Abu 
Ghazaleh presented on the update's goal, 
which is to draft an introductory chapter 
to the existing "150 page" plan that 
coordinates its 12 elements under "guiding 
principles that reflect people's lived 
experiences and align with community 
needs and values."  The new introductory 
chapter will revise the current plan's goals 
and objectives and "incorporate emerging 
priorities or unaddressed issues such as 
racial equity, climate change, public health, 
and economic resilience."

The ArlNAC representative reported that 
there would be no Fall funding round as 

all the proposed projects, none of which were in Bluemont, failed 
to gather necessary support from people living nearby. Potential 
second priority projects for BCA were discussed, including a park 
renovation and improvements at a dangerous crossing .The ArlNAC 
representative will run the projects by County staff to ensure they 
are feasible. 

Danette Nguyen, Chief Executive Officer of the Ballston Business 
Improvement District gave a presentation on the activities of the 
District.

A Resolution In Support of Memorializing The Enslaved In Arlington 
was passed. 

Members also passed a resolution asking that the speed limit on 
the section of North Carlin Springs Road between Route 50 and 
North George Mason be reduced to 25 mph.

November 2025
The Board discussed possible changes to the County’s 
Comprehensive Plan. There seems to be a movement, led by some 
well-organized groups, to increase Arlington’s population density 
and to make it more urban. There was significant discussion about 
densification efforts in the county, highlighting the influence 
of national organizations and the lack of a clear vision for 
development.

The Board discussed the Illinois St. lighting project. The board will 
survey the neighborhood before proceeding. They will also try the 
County’s “Report a Problem” website for the pole with no lamp.

Patrick Hope, our Delegate to the General Assembly, made a 
presentation. He highlighted the upcoming challenges related 
to the federal budget cuts and unemployment benefits. He 
emphasized efforts to increase unemployment benefits and 
address the potential loss of Medicaid and SNAP benefits for 
350,000 Virginians.

The governor’s proposed car tax elimination was replaced with 
targeted $400 rebate checks for married couples and $200 for 
individuals, aimed at helping more taxpayers. Eliminating the 
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personal property tax, which Delegate 
Hope favors, would require replacing 
over $1 billion in revenue. Replacing that 
revenue could be done by potential future 
tax reforms including progressive income 
tax brackets, estate tax changes, tobacco 
tax increases, and cannabis regulation. 

There are potential constitutional 
amendments regarding marriage 
equality, abortion rights, and felon voting 
rights restoration, as well as a proposed 
amendment to allow mid-decade 
redistricting of congressional lines. These 
amendments would require voter approval 
and might delay primaries until August if 
implemented.

Delegate Hope has a proposal to allow 
Arlington County voters to decide on 
governance changes through referendums, 
in particular: expanding the County Board, 
changing the board member election 
system from at-large to districts or a hybrid 
model, and establishing a four-year term 
for the board chair.

The First Vice President reported on 
a police engagement meeting. It is 
important to call if you see a problem. It 
takes 2 to 3 days for the police to read an 
online report. 

The Second Vice President reported on a 
meeting with the County Board and state 
legislative officials on problems changes 
in the Federal government posed for 
Arlington. The County Board asked for 
more authority to encourage affordable 
housing. 

The Secretary reported on activities at and 
around the Macy’s site and on an open 
house that provided information on the 
County’s low-density study.

December 2025
Brian Harner, architect and urban planner and former member of 
the Planning Commission, made a presentation concerning land 
use and zoning. Arlington has more office space than Phoenix 
Arizona. The falling demand for office space means we are in 
a transition period. The zoning change for expanded housing 
options (EHO) did not look at the effect on density because of the 
assumption little EHO would be built. Developers have a number 
of incentives not to build condos and to build rental properties 
instead. EHO buildings will not be condos. 

Yasmine Elmouhib, Case Manager at Path Forward, made a 
presentation about the work of that organization. Path Forward 
has a county contract to assist the homeless in Arlington. They 
have two shelters, some transitional housing, and some supportive 
housing. They will reach out very quickly to reports of homeless 
people.

The president will continue to follow up on the question of left-
hand turn signals on Wilson at George Mason. 

The Secretary continues to investigate the possibility that the Vision 
Zero program will fund installation of  pedestrian crossing flashing 
signals where the Bluemont Junction Trail crosses N. Kensington 
Street.

Barbara Wein, a BCA representative to the Civic Federation, gave a 
brief presentation on a recent meeting of the Arlington Community 
Foundation. She feels it is a very valuable organization. They bring 
many non-profit organizations together for self-help. They also give 
scholarships to Arlington students. 

January 2026
There was a discussion of County snow removal efforts. The County 
did not consult or inform the civic association that it has been 
suggesting that people who need help removing snow contact 
their civic association.  We do not have the resources to deal 
with that. We cannot recommend services where we would have 
insurance liability issues. The President will ask the County to stop 
sending people to us.

BCA will not have a representative on the Site Plan Review 
Committee for the project at 4420 Fairfax Dr. but will track this 
project. 

The President asked the County about the allocation of spots at the 
Ballston parking garage and is awaiting a response. 

BCA Actions and Resolutions Since the October 2025 Newsletter
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The President gave Matt De Ferranti a chronology that he 
requested concerning our efforts for a left-hand turn signal and 
other improvements at the intersection of George Mason and 
Wilson Boulevard. She thanked Laura Kirkconnell, Henry McFarland, 
and Allen Norton for helping with the chronology. 

The President is still pursuing the discussing the problems 
neighbors reported with the project on 8th Road North and the 
lack of timely communications about that project with those living 
on that street.

The President will continue to follow up on the question of left-
hand turn signals on Wilson at George Mason. 

BCA helped the County find a point of contact with the Girl Scouts 
concerning the Little Library that a Girl Scout troop installed several 
years ago and that now must be moved due to construction. 

A complaint concerning campaign signs in the median of George 
Mason Drive that blocked motorists’ vision thus possibly creating 
an unsafe situation was discussed. A note was put in the Enews 
asking if other neighbors have similar issues with campaign or 
other signs in roadway medians.

The Vision Zero program cannot fund installation of pedestrian 
crossing flashing signals where the Bluemont Junction Trail crosses 
N. Kensington Street. The program can only install Rectangular 
Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFBs) at approximately 3-5 new crossing 
locations each year. To deploy these RRFBs in a fair and equitable 
manner, the County staff ranks all crossing locations using criteria 
such as number of travel lanes, type of roadway/intersection, and 
vehicular volumes. This location did not get a high enough rank for 
installation.

A lot of work is being done on the comprehensive plan. Several 
people agreed with the sentiment expressed at the last meeting 
that Civic Association plans should be the backbone of that 
effort because many have done a lot of work to define their 
neighborhood needs, and that work is reflected in those plans.

There was a discussion of snow removal issues. The President will 
assemble information on snow removal problems and contact the 
County.

A motion saying that the Arlington County Board should seek to 
reduce the property tax rate as necessary to offset rising real estate 
assessments was accepted for a final vote in February. 

February 2026
Peter Vaselopulos, President of the 
Arlington Historical Society (AHS) on 
VA250, the celebration in Virginia of our 
country’s 250th birthday. 

AHS will sponsor several programs and 
events as part of this celebration. In 
particular, History Fest VA250 will be held 
at Kenmore Middle School on May 9, from 10 
to 5.

The Second Vice President reported on 
a meeting where the County Board set 
the maximum increase in the residential 
real estate tax at $.02. The vote was 4-1, 
with Member Cunningham dissenting. 
The budget is $1.69 billion with a deficit 
of $37 million. Some board members are 
concerned that they may need to replenish 
the Arlington Housing Investment Fund 
(AHIF). The fund finances affordable 
housing. He described a number of 
opportunities for residents to comment 
on the budget. These will be listed in the 
Enews. 

The Secretary provided  a follow up on 
his conversation with the County about 
a possible Rectangular Rapid Flashing 
Beacons on Kensington where it crosses 
the Bluemont Junction Trail. The County 
responded “In our RRFB prioritization 
model, we currently have 2,138 locations 
ranked. N Kensington St and Bluemont 
Junction Trail ranks at #392. Unfortunately, 
at this time, we typically have funding for 
about 5 RRFBs a year.” Thus the program 
would get to us in 78 years. He suggested 
that we might turn to other programs to 
finance this improvement. 

Civic Federation representatives reported 
that the Civic Federation met with all 
members of the County Board to discuss 
questions in three areas: economics and 
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the social safety net, planning and zoning, and connecting 
with the local government. It is uncertain whether the County 
Board will eliminate the tax on food. 

A motion saying that the Arlington County Board should seek 
to reduce the property tax rate as necessary to offset rising real 
estate assessments passed by a vote of the membership. The 
President will inform the County Board of this position.  

March 2026
Sheriff Jose Quiroz discussed the workings of his department. 
The sheriff is responsible for running the jail, serving civil 
court papers, and ensuring court security.  They have started 
a medical division to ensure the physical and mental health 
of those held in the jail. They also use biometric sensors for 
those at greatest risk. They have not had a death in custody 
since 2023. They also have several programs to encourage the 
rehabilitation of prisoners.

The President contacted the County about a report that Fire 
Station 2 would be closed. There is no  proposal in the budget 
to close the station. There is a proposal to move the heavy 
recue company from that station and consolidate it with 
another heavy rescue company in a different station. 

The First Vice president described two new park projects 
affecting our neighborhood parks. She also described a 
pre-construction meeting about the Holiday Inn site. This 
construction will affect vehicle and pedestrian access in the 
area, and we should leaflet the area to ensure near neighbors 
have the needed information. She asked the contractor to 
notify the Key Escuela Elementary School and Washington-
Liberty High School. 

The Second Vice President discussed two meetings he 
attended, an Open-Door Monday meeting and a meeting 
held by Advance Arlington on the budget. At the Open-Door 
Monday, it  was suggested $100 million grant for the West 
Entrance to the Ballston Metro was at risk. He also described 
a number of opportunities for residents to comment on the 
budget. These will be listed in the Enews,

The Secretary described what was going on with construction 
at the Macy’s site. 

Executive Board
BCA Officers & Reps

President	 Kate Mattos 
	 president@bluemontcivic.org

First Vice President	 Laura Kirkconnell

Second Vice President	 Jeremiah Howard

Treasurer	 David Smith 

Secretary	 Henry McFarland

Arlington County Civic Federation (ACCF)

Delegates	 Bobby Herman, Jennifer Odlum, 
David Smith, Barbara Wein

Alternates	 David Hughes, Kate Mattos, 
Allen Norton, Nick Pastore

Arlington Neighborhoods Advisory     	
   Committee (ArNAC) 

Representative	 Christopher George
Alternate	 Nick Pastore

BCA Actions (cont.d.)
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Name _ ________________________________________________________________________

Address _ ______________________________________________________________________

E-Mail _________________________________________________________________________

Bring this form and cash or a check for $15 to join or renew your membership
at any General Membership meeting, visit our website,

or mail this form with your check made out to “Bluemont Civic Association” to 
BCA Treasurer, PO Box 5134, Arlington, VA 22205.

All information is for BCA use only.

Keep your membership current!  
Please use this form or visit our website to join or renew.

BCA Membership Form

Join or Renew Today!

 

Connect with Bluemont

Facebook: Like our Bluemont Civic Association page on Facebook for regular updates  
on news of interest to Bluemont, and civic association activities.

BCA website for BCA meetings and official information. www.bluemontcivic.org

BCA e-Mails: Neighbors who provide their e-mail address to bluemontenews@bluemontcivic.org 
receive e-mail reports roughly weekly on issues affecting Bluemont residents, and civic association 
activities.

Contact the Executive Board:  BCA welcomes comments, suggestions and questions from members.  
Contact us at exec@Bluemontcivic.org. 

Nextdoor.com is a free, private social network where you can connect with people who live nearby. 
BCA posts announcements on Nextdoor.com.

�
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