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[bookmark: _Hlk237439864]DRAFT Minutes Bluemont Civic Association Executive Board Meeting, August 26, 2026, 7:00-8:00 PM
St. Ann’s Parish Hall, St. Ann’s Church, 5300 North 10th Street, Arlington, Virginia 22205
(1) The President established that a quorum was present.
(2) Board Members unanimously approved the meetings of the July 2026 Executive Board meeting, without changes. (motion to approve made by Laura Kirkconnell and seconded by Henry McFarland)
(3) Summary Reports and Follow up Reports
a. 
b. President’s report (K. Mattos): 
 
The President and Board discussed how BCA should honor Cyndee Matlack for years of outstanding work laying out and producing BCA’s neighborhood wide newsletter.  Suggestions included a gift card and announcement in eNews. 

The President had sent the 2026-27 meeting dates to Key Escuela Elementary School Library, which had confirmed the dates. Because our Point of Contact for scheduling at the school will be leaving, the Secretary offered to drop by the school prior to the September 30 General Membership meeting the school’s meeting confirming meeting dates to thank the school and coordinate as needed.

The Board agreed BCA should share the information on the Arlington County Civic Federations September 8 candidate forum, and about the League of Women Voters Voter Registration events at Arlington County public libraries

The Board agreed the Secretary should contact Halloween parade sponsor Matt Cochrane so he could check the civic association’s draft post helping to publicize the parade. The Board also agreed on having a table at the Halloween parade. 

The President discussed her continuing efforts to get a speaker to discuss what Bluemont residents can do when they see e-bikes or e-scooters driving dangerously on the multi-user trail, or e-motos illegally on the trails. 

The developer for the 4600/4610 N. Fairfax Holiday Inn site cannot attend the September 30 Bluemont Civic Association General Membership meeting.  The First Vice President will represent BCA at the meeting. The Board agreed BCA should publicize the developer’s announcement of its September 16th virtual community meeting. 

The President and Board discussed possible speakers for BCA General Membership meetings:  League of Women Voters on non-partisan voting information (not about views on anything on the ballot); Virginia House delegate Patrick Hope (after the upcoming election); a County Board member; County Manager Mark Scwartz; a representative of the County Parks Department; a panel of representative of places of worship in Arlington about their relations with the Bluemont community; a meeting giving civic association members an opportunity to raise their questions, issues of interest or concern with the Bluemont Civic Association; the County Auditor; the County Department of Health and Human Services on hunger in Arlington; Eco Action Arlington, which asked to come discuss eco-friendly recycling

The President updated the Board on pending issues including safety concerns of residents of N. Vermont St; lighted signs are not allowed on park trails;  

c. First VP Report (J. Howard)

As requested by the President at the August meeting, the First Vice President reviewed documents in BCA's website archives for consistent themes in our civic association's past communications pertaining to densification. NOTE:  Some of the documents were drafts, and there was no sign whether they received  membership approval. The First Vice President discussed the themes he found in the documents, and followed up the meeting by providing a list of the documents he found that conveyed these themes.

Theme:  Preserving a predominantly residential neighborhood of detached homes; BCA is not categorically opposed to construction development.  
Themes:  Preserving parks, green spaces, and natural areas; solidarity with other civic associations seeking to preserve their parks, green spaces, and natural areas
Theme:  Implied fear of increased density
Themes:  Implied opposition to “Missing Middle” proponents' efforts to curtail neighbors' influence over construction development through by-right redevelopment of single-family home sites into multi-family housing up to six-plexes; implied fear of stormwater runoff 


d. Second VP Report (H. McFarland)

Updated the Board on the Macy’s redevelopment, including planned pouring of concrete, and work on the building façade.  The project is approached its busiest couple of weeks given the concrete work. The developer expects its first move-ins to the site in the third quarter of next year.

He reported on his discussion with the Construction Manager for the Lacey Woods Parks site.  The manager said the lack of activity was due to the requirement for inspections and things like soil testing.  Activity will increase soon.  The project is expected to end in March 2027.  The playground remains closed, because they not believe there is enough space to safely reopen it during current construction.

The Second Vice President, who is also editor of the neighborhood-wide newsletter, discussed the need for him to receive articles by September 21. The Board agreed with his proposed list of articles: The intersection of N. George Mason Drive and Wilson Blvd, flashing pedestrian safety beacons at the crosswalk across N. George Mason at 9th St, N, and possibly the quick-build project for speed bumps on N. Fairfax Drive; the recent installation of stumbling stones in Bluemont commemorating enslaved people; the Halloween parade; Lacey Woods Park (Laura Kirkconnell to ask the project manager for an update, including about the continuing closure of the playground); Voting in the upcoming elections; possible update on Arlington Neighborhood Action Committee projects; civic association resolutions and activities since the last community-wide newsletter (to be written by Laura Kirkconnell); possible stormwater update.

e. Treasurer’s Report (D. Smith)

Following the meeting, the Treasurer provided the following report:
The table below represents the income and expenditures for BCA during the 2024-2025 term (July 2024 through June 2025).
	Year Summary
	Previous Year

	Starting Bank Balance
	$2,231.60
	$2,160.98

	Income (Dues + Donations)
	$1,695.15
	$1,965.45

	Expenditures (see below)
	($1,509.31)
	($1,894.83)

	Ending Bank Balance
	2,417.44
	$2,231.60



Income 
· 112 dues payments,  last year: 123 payments
 
Expenditures 
	Expenditure
	This year
	Previous Year

	CivFed dues
	$67.85
	$65.00

	Cupcakes for Bell Ringing
	$73.14
	$89.16

	Domain name (5 years - Web NetworkSolutions))
	$0
	$184.95

	Family Fun Day
	$0
	$320.00

	Newsletter Printing (MinuteMan Press)
	$776.42
	$757.82

	Newsletter Publishing
	$100.00
	$0

	PO Box
	$324.00
	$310.00

	Zoom
	$167.90
	$167.90



109 active members
Treasurer’s Recommendation for Next Term
No changes to dues or spend rate.
II. New Business
a. VOTE on the Budget:

The Board unanimously voted to approved the recommendation that $275 from the BCA budget be allocated for cupcakes at bell-ringings and bookies at meetings.(motion was made by Laura Kirkconnell and seconded by Henry McFarland)

b. BCA member Hugh Robinson discussed his query to the County about using the ongoing update to the County’s Public Spaces Master Plan (PMSP) to designate the two parcels of land at the corner of 9th Street N and N. Harrison St as a County Park, noting the previous resolution by BCA members calling on the County to designate this land as a park.  Mr. Robinson explained that the land is officially owned by the County Board, and is maintained by Parks Department. The President will ask the County where the BCA resolution stands in relation to the PMSP.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 pm.
Minutes prepared by Secretary Laura Kirkconnell
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