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Bluemont Civic Association
Representing Neighborhoods in and around Key school/Escuela Key, Lacey Woods Park, Bon Air, Fields Park, Balls Crossing, West Ballston, and all along the former Bluemont Division of the Washington and Old Dominion Railroad
P.O. Box 5134 Arlington, Virginia 22205
www.bluemontcivic.org
Executive Board Meeting Minutes
at the St. Ann’s Parish Hall
July 22, 2026; 7:00 PM
1. The President established that a quorum was present.
a. She reminded everyone of the Stepping Stones dedication on August 2. 
b. We do not yet have a location for the August meeting. We may be able to meet in Key School. 
2. Minutes of the June meeting were approved 
3. First Vice President’s Report

a. He has gone to a number of County meetings. He is disturbed by County’s attempts to silence voices of people objecting to profound changes in the neighborhood. The county government seems bent on increasing population density in Arlington, and residents’ voices are being ignored in the process. 
4. Second Vice President’s report

a. On Macy’s, they will be doing traffic signal work that will require closing another lane of Wilson. That likely will be in August, but they do not have the permit yet, so timing is uncertain. It should take about two weeks. They also will have to have a gas line put in, which will require closing a lane on Glebe Road for about one week. (The closing will only be one lane at a time, but which lane will vary.) That again is likely in August, but as it will be done by a subcontractor for Washington Gas, not the project developer Insight.

b. He set forth a proposed schedule for the October newsletter. The goal is to get the copies to the distributors in time to be distributed before the October 28 meeting. 
i. September 21 Deadline for drafts from authors

ii. September 30 Text to Cindy Matlack for layout

iii. October 9 Final copy to Minuteman

iv. October 16 newsletters to distributors

v. Cindy Matlack, who has done our layout for years, is retiring and will not be able to do our April issue. We will have to work on finding a replacement?

c. The County received 2.4 million for Custis Trail widening and modernization  from NVTA (Northern Virginia Transportation Authority) Once completed, this project will reconstruct a stretch of the Custis Trail to widen it to a consistent 12 feet
d. He gave a few highlights of the recent Planning Commission meeting on the ongoing low density study. The staff seems to be contemplating impervious surface limits not much different than the current limits. They may have more permissive limits for townhouses and duplexes, although all 5 then members of the County Board promised that missing middle housing would have the same permit restrictions as single family houses. 
5. Statement of BCA Positions
a. There was a discussion of the possibility of developing a statement of the BCA’s positions based on the Neighborhood Conservation Plan and past resolutions. It was agreed that some preliminary research would be done to develop that as an internal document. 

b. There was a discussion of safety concerning bikes, scooters, etc. There is a lot of concern that powered vehicles are using the bike paths to go at unsafe speed. The County, which is apparently committed to micro mobility, takes no action other than to admonish parents. 
c. There was a general discussion of widening bike paths. It may increase safety. On the other hand, it may encourage higher speeds and an increase in impervious surfaces. 

d. It was suggested that someone clarify the current helmet laws. Helmets are often not worn. There are few or no signs on bike trails about speed limits or helmets. 

6. The following meeting dates were agreed to: September 30, October 28, November 18, December 16, January 27, February 24, March 31, April 28, May 26, and June 23. 
7. Possible meeting speakers were discussed. Suggested were Delegate Patrick Hope. A County Board member (in spring), County Manager Mark Schwartz. 

a. It was suggested we might have a get together with representatives of groups that had programs for kids. Such a program might be better during a bell ringing. 
8. Discussions with the County about traffic calming in the area of 7th and North Vermont Streets are ongoing. 

9. Hugh Robinson noted that Pupatella had thrice encroached on public park land behind their restaurant. 

10. Hugh Robinson also said the review of the Public Spaces Master Plan is going on, and said he was making staff aware of our resolution on the area at 9th Road and North Harrison but was being ignored. The former secretary agreed to send the President a copy of the prior BCA resolution on the subject. 
11. Adjournment – meeting adjourned at 8:11 PM. 
Minutes prepared by Second Vice President Henry McFarland  
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