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Bluemont Civic Association
Representing Neighborhoods in and around Key school/Escuela Key, Lacey Woods Park, Bon Air, Fields Park, Balls Crossing, West Ballston, and all along the former Bluemont Division of the Washington and Old Dominion Railroad
P.O. Box 5134 Arlington, Virginia 22205
www.bluemontcivic.org
General Membership Meeting Minutes

at the Escuela Key School 

May 20, 2026; 7:30 PM

1. President Kate Mattos established that a quorum was present and read the politeness statement. 

2. Minutes of the April meeting were approved without changes. 
3. A member complained that cables and electric wires are often left dangling or too low. They are not only unsightly, and they are often dangerous. They could injure people who run into them. It was suggested that we make a book of pictures of dangling and unsightly cables and then present that to the County Manager.  
4. A member on Woodrow Street is concerned that the fence for the Holiday Inn construction cuts off the turnaround at the end of his street, forcing trash and delivery trucks to back up the length of the street. 
a. The First Vice President stated that she would present that issue to the contact people the developer had identified for us. 

5. The First Vice President then gave her report on that construction. On May 4th demolition started at the Holiday Inn site. The developer of the site has requested a site plan extension and needs the BCA to indicate to the County that we do not object. 
6. The following resolution was put up for vote:
The Bluemont Civic Association supports the three-year site plan extension request.
The Bluemont Civic Association would like to receive the more comprehensive responses the County Staff has been putting together to the questions the Bluemont Civic Association sent to the County Staff, which were questions raised by the Bluemont community during our April membership meeting.
a. The motion passed, 12 in favor, no one opposed or abstaining. 

7. A member expressed the concern that trucks were idling for longer than the legal limit at a new home construction site on 6th St. near George Mason. The President said that she would follow up with code enforcement. 

8. Another member stated that there is a proliferation of no right turn on red signs in Bluemont and Arlington generally with no justification for the regulations. One sign was put on Abingdon St. at Wilson with no consultation with the neighbors.  The President will inquire about the criteria for posting those signs.
9. Concerns were expressed concerning parking permits and enforcement. Some noted that residents cannot easily determine if cars are permitted to park in their neighborhoods, and that police budget considerations complicate the situation. 

10. Some neighbors discussed the replacement of metal trash cans with rolling plastic carts along the Bluemont Junction Trail.  A neighbor suggested that the rolling carts may be easier to empty but stated that the carts are falling over, or being knocked over by wind or something else, which is causing problems along the trail. The First Vice President said she would follow up with the Parks Department. 

11. Several members said that they had sent a petition to the County asking for specific steps to be taken to respond to traffic problems on North Vermont St. Nineteen people signed the petition, but they got no response from the County. The President said she would follow up and insist the County respond. 
12. The following motion was submitted for acceptance for publication and a final vote in June. The draft resolution matches the petition neighbors sent the County and is the same as the language shared with the Bluemont community via eNews sent to our email list, and in Bluemont Neighborhood News on our Facebook page and Bluemont Next Door. 
Resolution for a VOTE at the June 24 Annual General Membership Hybrid Meeting -- Pedestrian and Traffic Safety on N. Vermont Street in Bluemont.
The Bluemont Civic Association calls on Arlington County to take the following steps to improve traffic safety on North Vermont St.
(1) Change the permitted parking times to 8:00 AM to 11:00 PM for the entire length of North Vermont St, 7 days a week.
(2) Lower the speed limit on North Vermont St to 20 MPH and paint the new speed limit on the street before each speed hump.
(3) Enforce slower speeds with frequent radar monitoring and increased speeding ticket fees.
(4) Paint a crosswalk with flashing signs from the sidewalk south of the Presbyterian Church entrance to the sidewalk at the south corner of North Vermont and 7th St North.
(5) Create a three-way stop at North Vermont St and 7th St North.
(6) Move the parking signs near all entrances back five additional feet from the entrances.
(7) Enforce the stop sign at North Vermont St and Tazewell St.
(8) Restrict left turns from Wilson BLVD onto North Tazewell to improve traffic flow and increase safety for drivers, bikers, and pedestrians.
a. The motion was accepted by a vote of 13 in favor, no one opposed or abstaining. 

13. A neighbor suggested that we might also ask the County to also look at the effects of these changes on nearby streets. 

14. A neighbor asked about getting a left-hand turn arrow on Wilson Boulevard at the intersection with George Mason. The President noted we had been trying for this signal for a long time, and we would keep at it. 

15. Someone asked about the stumbling stones that were planned for installation near St. Ann’s Church. The President will follow up with the historical society. 

16. The First Vice President presented the report of the nominating committee (Chris George as Chair and Laura Kirkconnell and Henry McFarland as members). The slate they have put together is:
For President Kate Mattos
For First Vice President Jeremiah Howard
For Second Vice President Henry McFarland
For Treasurer David Smith 
For Secretary Laura Kirkconnell
For BCA Rep to Arlington Neighborhoods Advisory Committee (ArNAC Rep.) Chris George 
For ArNAC Alternate Representative Becca Gaspard 

For BCA Civic Federation Delegate (4 positions)
David Smith 
Barbara Wien
Bobby Herman 
Jennifer Odlum 

For BCA Alternate Civic Federation Delegates (4 positions)
Allen Norton
Nick Pastore
Sylvia Rosales
Josh Rand-Castillo
a. The slate was accepted by a vote of 14 in favor, no one opposed or abstaining. 

17. President’s report

a. The June meeting can be at the Key school. 

b. There will be the usual bell ringing on Memorial Day, May 25.

18. Secretary’s report

a. The Enews before Memorial Day will have a quote from James Garfield’s speech at the first Memorial Day at Arlington National Cemetery In honor of our nation’s 250th birthday in 2026, before every national holiday from January 19 to July 4, we will run a quote from an important document in US history.

b. On Macy’s, concrete work is The goal is to have concrete placed by October. For now utility work on Glebe is done. In late June or July, they will have the gas service installed. It will require closing one lane at a time and take a week and a half. Timing is indefinite, as the timing is controlled by Washington Gas.  Then at the end of this year, they will put the left turn lane and island in on Glebe. That is for the intersection with 7th. 

19.  Civic Federation report 

a. They are considering a motion on asking for a study of lot coverage, set backs, and other zoning issues. BCA has been asking for such a study for a long time. 
20. Adjournment – meeting adjourned at 8:48 PM
Minutes prepared by Secretary Henry McFarland 
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