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Bluemont Civic Association
Representing Neighborhoods in and around Key school/Escuela Key, Lacey Woods Park, Bon Air, Fields Park, Balls Crossing, West Ballston, and all along the former Bluemont Division of the Washington and Old Dominion Railroad
P.O. Box 5134 Arlington, Virginia 22205
www.bluemontcivic.org
General Membership Meeting Minutes

at the Escuela Key School 

March 25, 2026; 7:30 PM

1. President Kate Mattos established that a quorum was present. She read the politeness statement. 
2. Minutes of the February meeting were approved without changes. 
3. Sheriff Jose Quiroz discussed the workings of his department. The sheriff is responsible for running the jail, serving civil court papers, and ensuring court security.  
a. They have started a medical division to ensure the physical and mental health of those held in the jail. They also use biometric sensors for those at greatest risk. They have not had a death in custody since 2023. 

b. They also have a number of programs to encourage the rehabilitation of prisoners.
c. Of the 345 prisoners, less than half live in Arlington. 
d. His major stressor is the budget. Currently the pay of deputy sheriffs lags that of Arlington police officers. 
4. President’s report

a. Susan Cunningham, Member of the County Board, will speak at our April meeting. We will ask the members to submit questions for her in advance. 

b. The President will assemble a nominating committee. She asked for volunteers. 

c. A survey on meeting times will go out in April or May as the time cannot be changed until September. 

d. The President contacted the County about a report that Fire Station 2 would be closed. There is no  proposal in the budget to close the station. There is a proposal to move the heavy rescue company from that station and consolidate it with another heavy rescue company in a different station. 

5. First Vice President’s Report
a. She has learned of two new park projects affecting our neighborhood parks. 
b. A project in Bluemont Park will replace the existing low-water ford with a raised bridge for both pedestrian and vehicular access to the shelter and other park amenities to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).
c. There will also be a project to renovate the playground and pavilion in Bon Air Park. The timing of the project is yet to be determined. 
d. She described a pre-construction meeting about the Holiday Inn site. This construction will affect vehicle and pedestrian access in the area, and we should leaflet the area to ensure near neighbors have the needed information. She asked the contractor to also notify the Key School and Washington-Liberty PTAs. 
6. Second Vice President Report
a. He described two meetings he attended, an Open Door Monday meeting and a meeting held by Advance Arlington on the budget. At the Open Door Monday, it  was suggested $100 million grant for the West Entrance to the Ballston Metro was at risk. 
b. He described a number of opportunities for residents to comment on the budget. These will be listed in the Enews. 

7. Secretary’s report

a.  On the Macy’s site, they have a second floor pour that must be done all at once. Thus they have asked for an early-pour permit. The pour station is behind the protective barrier on the Wilson Blvd side thus away from us. If they get the permit from the County, they will set up at 4 and start pouring at 5. Pouring is not very noisy unless the mixer is mixing. During the pour, they will have 4 to 6 trucks staged on site. They expect to be able to free up lanes on Glebe Road in mid-April.
b. He also described the articles that will be in the print newsletter. 
8. Treasurer’s Report 

a. We have 112 dues-paying members.
	Mar-26
	 
	 

	Previous Total:
	$2,695.16
	 

	Out:
	($167.90)
	Zoom

	Out:
	($165.00)
	Post Office

	In:
	$72.04
	dues

	New Total:
	$2,434.30
	 


9. Civic Federation report 

a. The Civic Federation had a school board night where the Superintendent, Dr. Duran, spoke. . 
10. There followed a discussion of Fourth of July bell ringings. Besides the usual noon bellringing, we have been asked to participate in a bell ringing across the country at 2:50 PM to celebrate the 250th birthday of our country. It was generally agreed we would do both bell ringings. 
11. Adjournment – meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM
Minutes prepared by Secretary Henry McFarland 
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