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Bluemont Civic Association
Representing Neighborhoods in and around Key school/Escuela Key, Lacey Woods Park, Bon Air, Fields Park, Balls Crossing, West Ballston, and all along the former Bluemont Division of the Washington and Old Dominion Railroad
P.O. Box 5134 Arlington, Virginia 22205
www.bluemontcivic.org
General Membership Meeting Minutes

at the Escuela Key School 

February 25, 2025; 7:30 PM

1. Second Vice President Jerry Howard chaired the meeting in place of the President. He established that a quorum was present. 

2. Minutes of the January meeting were approved without changes. 
3. Peter Vaselopulos, President of the Arlington Historical Society (AHS) on VA250, the celebration in Virginia of our country’s 250th birthday. 
a. AHS will sponsor a number of programs and events as part of this celebration. In particular, there will be History Fest VA250 at Kenmore Middle School on May 9, from 10 to 5.
b. The slides he used in his presentation will be sent in the Enews and posted on our website.
4. Second Vice President Report
a.  He went to a meeting where the County Board set the maximum increase in the residential real estate tax at $.02. The vote was 4-1, with Member Cunningham dissenting. The budget is $1.69 billion with a deficit of $37 million. Some board members are concerned that they may need to replenish the Arlington Housing Investment Fund (AHIF). The fund finances affordable housing. There is also concern about the future of the Barcroft Apartments. 

b. He described a number of opportunities for residents to comment on the budget. These will be listed in the Enews. 

5. Secretary’s report

a.  On the Macy’s site it took 3 or 4 days to remove snow. Utility work on Glebe should be done in the first week in March. After that, they will put in communication conduit, which involves both northbound and southbound lanes. that goes into April but will require fewer northbound lanes. Much later, when the building is mostly constructed, they will do some gas work but they will be 80% done on Glebe in April.
b. In response to questions, he said the developer still plans to have a grocery store on the first floor of the project, but only on the first floor. The name of the store will not be announced until a short time before it opens, likely in early 2028. 
c. Last month, he asked the County about a possible Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons on Kensington where it crosses the Bluemont Junction Trail. The County responded “In our RRFB prioritization model, we currently have 2,138 locations ranked. N Kensington St and Bluemont Junction Trail ranks at #392. Unfortunately, at this time, we typically have funding for about 5 RRFBs a year.” Thus the program would get to us in 78 years. He suggested that we might turn to other programs to finance this improvement. 
6. Treasurer’s Report 

a. We have 121 dues-paying members

	Jan-26
	 
	 

	Previous Total:
	$2,638.99
	 

	Out:
	0
	 

	In:
	$56.17
	dues

	New Total:
	$2,695.16
	:


7. CivFed report 

a. The Civic Federation met with all members of the County Board to discuss questions in three areas: economics and the social safety net, planning and zoning, and connecting with the local government. 
b. It is uncertain whether the County Board will eliminate the tax on food. 

8.  There followed a discussion of County budgetary issues. The following resolution was approved by a final vote of 7-2-0. 

Resolution Concerning the County Budget
Reduction of the Real Estate Property Tax Rate 

WHEREAS Arlington County’s assessments of residential properties, including those in Bluemont, have risen continuously over many years, with some properties in Bluemont seeing a faster rate of increase than the county average;

WHEREAS the Arlington County Board raised or left unchanged the property tax rate over each of the last eight years, thereby substantially increasing the tax burden on homeowners;

WHEREAS the Arlington County Board has placed an additional burden on homeowners by creating or increasing other fees and taxes, including stormwater utility fees and utility taxes, over the last seven years;

WHEREAS Arlington homeowners, including those in Bluemont, have suffered increased household expenses due to inflation;

WHEREAS increased real estate taxes are a factor that drives homeowners of limited means, including retired seniors, to sell their homes, especially if they are unable to qualify for Arlington County's tax deferral or relief programs;

WHEREAS Arlington County's high real estate taxes accelerate the loss of affordable single-family homes, which are often torn down and replaced by more expensive homes;

RESOLVED, that the Arlington County Board should reduce the real estate tax rate for calendar year 2027 so that once rising assessments are considered, the total amount of real estate taxes paid by homeowners is the same or less than the amount paid in calendar year 2026;

RESOLVED, that the Arlington County Board should seek savings in its fiscal year 2027 budget beyond modest cuts and efficiencies;

RESOLVED, that in future years, the Arlington County Board should seek to reduce the property tax rate as necessary to offset rising real estate assessments.

9. Adjournment – meeting adjourned at 8:37 PM
Minutes prepared by Secretary Henry McFarland 
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