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Bluemont Civic Association
Representing Neighborhoods in and around Key school/Escuela Key, Lacey Woods Park, Bon Air, Fields Park, Balls Crossing, West Ballston, and all along the former Bluemont Division of the Washington and Old Dominion Railroad
P.O. Box 5134 Arlington, Virginia 22205
www.bluemontcivic.org
General Membership Meeting Minutes

at the Escuela Key School 

January 28, 2025; 7:30 PM

1. President Kate Mattos established that a quorum was present. 

2. Minutes of the December meeting were approved without changes. 

3. President’s Report

a. She thanked everyone for coming to the meeting in this challenging time. Our scheduled speaker for February is Peter Vaselopulos President of the Arlington historical society. He will speak about VA 250. She will ask the sheriff to come in March

b. The next Open Door Monday is February 9. She thanked Second Vice President Jerry Howard for going to the open door and other meetings. 

c. We need a new representative to the Ballston Business Improvement District. 

d. Our website has our meeting dates. There will be a bell ringing on February 16 and a meeting on February 25. A request for a new volunteer to help at bell ringings will be in the eNews. 

e. We should pay attention to the project at 4420 Fairfax Dr. She wants a volunteer to track this project. 

f. She asked the County about the allocation of spots at the Ballston parking garage and is awaiting a response 

g. She gave Matt De Ferrante a chronology that he requested concerning our efforts for a left hand turn signal and other improvements at the intersection of George Mason and Wilson Boulevard. She thanked Laura Kirkconnell, Henry McFarland, and Allen Norton for helping with the chronology. 

h. She is still pursuing the issue of the project on 8th Road. 

4. . First Vice President Report
a. She thanked those who helped find a point of contact with the Girl Scouts concerning a little library that a Girl Scout troop installed and that now must be moved due to construction. 
b. She also described County tree maintenance planned for this area. She will give the Secretary information on the work to put in the Enews. 
c. She discussed a complaint concerning campaign signs in the median of George Mason Drive that blocked motorists’ vision thus possibly creating an unsafe situation. A note will be put in the Enews asking if other neighbors have similar issues with campaign or other signs in roadway medians. 
5. Second Vice President Report
a. He described County meetings he has attended and will attend the next Open Door Monday. 
6. Secretary’s report

a. On Macy’s, they are pouring the concrete for the second level and hope to be at grade on February 1. They will then put the overhead protection back on Wilson. The Noisiest parts of the project, pile driving and demolition, have been finished. There have been noise complaints, but that mostly is an issue on the Wilson Boulevard side, not Bluemont. Work on Glebe Road will go into March. It will all be done during the day.
b. He looked into the possibility that the Vision Zero program will fund installation of pedestrian crossing flashing signals where the Bluemont Junction Trail crosses N. Kensington Street. The program can only install Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFBs) at approximately 3-5 new crossing locations each year. To deploy these RRFBs in a fair and equitable manner, the County staff ranks all crossing locations using criteria such as number of travel lanes, type of roadway/intersection and vehicular volumes. This location did not get a high enough rank for installation. He has asked where this intersection was ranked. 
7. Treasurer’s Report 

a. We have 123 dues-paying members

	Jan-26
	 
	 

	Previous Total:
	$2,417.66
	 

	Out:
	 
	 

	In:
	$221.33
	dues

	New Total:
	$2,638.99
	:


b. Arlington DES told him that FEMA had accepted their LOMR submission. That is great news and means that houses near him are now out of the flood plain.
8. CivFed report 

a. Allen Norton said that last month the deputy police chief spoke about efforts to stop retail theft. He also talked about road closing in Clarendon for New Year’s Eve and noted that the night before Thanksgiving has become a big drinking night.
b. Barbara Wien says that there is a lot of work being done on the comprehensive plan. She (and David Smith) agreed with the sentiment expressed at the last meeting that Civic Association plans should be the backbone of that effort because many have done a lot of work to define their neighborhood needs, and that work is reflected in those plans. 
9. There was a discussion of snow removal issues.

a. Don Sottile said he lives on the corner of Harrison and Wilson. Both streets are a hot mess. On Wilson they did not do the center turn lane. They did half of the street and got snow on the sidewalk he had shoveled and damaged his retaining wall. He has seen plows driving up Harrison with their blades up. He believes that service has deteriorated when a contractor took over. 
b. Laura Kirkconnell stated that a contractor had plowed snow so it blocked her driveway entrance. 
c. The County has been suggesting that people who need help removing snow contact their civic association. We do not have the resources to deal with that. we cannot recommend services we would have insurance liability issues. The President will ask the County to stop sending people to us.
d. The President will assemble information on snow removal problems and contact the County. 

10. There followed a discussion of County budgetary issues. The following resolution was approved by a vote of 9-0-0.for publication and final vote at the next meeting. 

RESOLUTION FOR A VOTE AT THE FEBRUARY 25, 2026, BLUEMONT CIVIC ASSOCIATION

Reduction of the Real Estate Property Tax Rate 

WHEREAS Arlington County’s assessments of residential properties, including those in Bluemont, have risen continuously over many years, with some properties in Bluemont seeing a faster rate of increase than the county average;

WHEREAS the Arlington County Board raised or left unchanged the property tax rate over each of the last eight years, thereby substantially increasing the tax burden on homeowners;

WHEREAS the Arlington County Board has placed an additional burden on homeowners by creating or increasing other fees and taxes, including stormwater utility fees and utility taxes, over the last seven years;

WHEREAS Arlington homeowners, including those in Bluemont, have suffered increased household expenses due to inflation;

WHEREAS increased real estate taxes are a factor that drives homeowners of limited means, including retired seniors, to sell their homes, especially if they are unable to qualify for Arlington County's tax deferral or relief programs;

WHEREAS Arlington County's high real estate taxes accelerate the loss of affordable single-family homes, which are often torn down and replaced by more expensive homes;

RESOLVED, that the Arlington County Board should reduce the real estate tax rate for calendar year 2027 so that once rising assessments are considered, the total amount of real estate taxes paid by homeowners is the same or less than the amount paid in calendar year 2026;

RESOLVED, that the Arlington County Board should seek savings in its fiscal year 2027 budget beyond modest cuts and efficiencies;

RESOLVED, that in future years, the Arlington County Board should seek to reduce the property tax rate as necessary to offset rising real estate assessments.

11. Adjournment – meeting adjourned at 8:26 PM
Minutes prepared by Secretary Henry McFarland 
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