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Bluemont Civic Association
Representing Neighborhoods in and around Key school/Escuela Key, Lacey Woods Park, Bon Air, Fields Park, Balls Crossing, West Ballston, and all along the former Bluemont Division of the Washington and Old Dominion Railroad
P.O. Box 5134 Arlington, Virginia 22205
www.bluemontcivic.org
General Membership Meeting Minutes
at the Lubber Run Community Center and on Zoom 

September 24, 2025; 7:30 PM
1. President Kate Mattos established that a quorum was present. 

2. The President read the Politeness statement. 
3. Minutes of the June meeting were approved without changes. 
4. President’s report

a. Our speaker for October will be Danette Nguyen, Chief Executive Officer of the Ballston Business Improvement District.

b. The President met with County auditors who are examining the realization of community benefits promised in site plans from a few years ago, including the Marymount site. 

c. The Halloween parade will happen again this year. There will be a bell ringing for Columbus Day and Indigenous People’s Day October 13. 
5. Second Vice President’s report

a. He plans to attend and report on as many County meetings as possible. 

b. There was an Open Door Monday where the low density study was discussed. He raised the issue of underground water flows, but Board Chair Karantonis said he wanted to keep the study simple. The study will not examine that issue. County staff will be at Westover Day, October 4, to discuss the study. 
6. Treasurer’s Report

a. We have 121 active members

	Sept-25
	 
	 

	Previous Total:
	$2,497.15
	 

	Out:
	 
	 

	Out:
	($10.69)
	cupcakes

	Out:
	 
	 

	Out:
	 
	 

	In:
	$117.98
	dues

	In:
	 
	 

	New Total:
	$2,604.44
	 


 
7. The Treasurer also discussed the LOMR. BCA engagement led the County to perform a full elevation survey along Lubber Run within Bluemont. The County provided its survey results, which indicated a lower “base-flood elevation” than what FEMA had assessed, to FEMA in the form of a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) request. FEMA notified Arlington County that their LOMR submission was accepted and approved! Thus, many Bluemont residents may soon be able to reduce their flood insurance costs and avoid reductions in property values. 

8. Gretchen Reinemeyer Director of Elections, and Tania Griffin, Communications & Outreach Coordinator, of the Office of Voter Registration & Elections, Arlington discussed ranked choice voting, how and when you could vote, and how to make sure you are registered to vote. 
a. They explained the process of tabulating and counting ballots in Virginia, emphasizing that while the actual tabulation takes seconds, the delay is due to waiting for all ballots to be received by legal deadlines. They discussed important dates for voter registration, mail ballot applications, and early voting opportunities in Arlington. They predicted high early voting turnout based on current trends and historical data, noting that Arlington typically has higher voter participation than the rest of the state.
b. They also focused on election security and operations in Arlington, where they explained that while national media often highlights local election incidents, Arlington voters generally trust the election process. They noted that lawsuits are common in election law changes, though Arlington is rarely directly involved, and described the limited security presence at polling locations to avoid voter intimidation. The conversation ended with an invitation to share educational materials from the League of Women Voters and a reminder for voters to check their registration status.
9. Tim Aikens described the project to use “stumbling stones” to memorialize the people who were enslaved in Arlington. 
a. The Arlington Historical Society and Black Heritage Museum formed a project called "Memorializing Enslaved in Arlington" to uncover and honor the difficult history of enslavement in the area. The project, which began in 2023, has created a timeline, database, interactive map, and educational resources, including 16 memorial plaques honoring enslaved individuals. They have identified 2,700 enslaved people, 1,100 names, and 170 locations where enslavement occurred, with the largest plantations holding the majority of enslaved people. The plaques, inspired by Holocaust memorials in Europe, aim to honor and remember the enslaved by marking the sites where they were held.
b. They have placed seven stones placed in phase one and plan to place 30 stones at 12 locations in the next phase. The project team manages manufacturing, maintenance, and research, which includes ongoing efforts to document enslaved people's histories and connect with their descendants. The project has been well-received, with only minor local objections from property owners concerned about property values and security, and has been supported by grants from Arlington County, Virginia Humanities, and Charles E. Smith's successor company.
c. The County will pay for the installation of the stumbling stones. The Arlington Historical Society and the Black Heritage Museum of Arlington pay the fee to manufacture and engrave the plaque. They will not put a stumbling stone in a location where the property owner does not approve. 
10.  The ArNAC representative reported that the committee has tightened its attendance rules, and an association that misses three meetings may find its project is halted. One that misses a year will have its project taken off the list. 

11. The Secretary reminded people that the newsletter will be available soon. 

12. The Civic Federation representatives reported that they had a candidates forum that can be seen at this link: https://vimeo.com/1116638842  

13. The following motion was introduced by Kate Mattos and seconded by David Smith. It was then accepted for publication and vote in October by a unanimous vote. 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF MEMORIALIZING THE ENSLAVED IN ARLINGTON
Whereas Memorializing the Enslaved in Arlington (MEA) is a project sponsored by the Arlington Historical Society and the Black Heritage Museum of Arlington to shed light on the role of slavery in our country’s history;
Whereas research into local records has revealed that enslavement existed in Arlington and in our Bluemont neighborhood;
Whereas since the late 1700s, enslaved African Americans lived, worked, and died in Arlington and made important contributions to its economic, social, and cultural development;

Whereas MEA works with local communities to place memorial plaques or “stumbling stones” in approved locations and such plaques carry names, and if information is available descriptions, birth and death dates of enslaved individuals who lived in Arlington;
Resolved, that the Bluemont Civic Association (BCA):

Recognizes the high-quality research and expertise provided by MEA project leaders, and supports the MEA project through BCA communications to Bluemont neighbors,

Supports the placement of stumbling stones in those areas in which enslaved people lived when research leads to the identification of individuals. These stones honor the value of those enslaved individuals’ lives and their contribution to our community.
14. There was a discussion of the possibility of putting left turn arrows on Wilson Boulevard at its intersection with George Mason Drive. The President will research this issue. 

15. The following motion was introduced by Chris George and seconded by Henry McFarland. It was then accepted for publication and vote in Octobre by a unanimous vote. 

RESOLUTION CONCERNING SPEED LIMITS ON NORTH CARLIN SPRINGS ROAD

Noting that speed limits on many segments of North Carlin Springs road were reduced from 30 to 25 mph, but that the speed limit between North George Mason and Route 50 was left at 30 mph, and

Noting that the segment of N. Carlin Springs road goes through a residential neighborhood, with the sidewalks in this area are utilized by students going to Kenmore Middle School.

BCA asks that the section of North Carlin Springs Road between Route 50 and North George Mason be reduced to 25 mph.

16.   Adjournment – meeting adjourned at 8:58 PM
Minutes prepared by Secretary Henry McFarland 
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