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Bluemont Civic Association
Representing Neighborhoods in and around Key school/Escuela Key, Lacey Woods Park, Bon Air, Fields Park, Balls Crossing, West Ballston, and all along the former Bluemont Division of the Washington and Old Dominion Railroad
P.O. Box 5134 Arlington, Virginia 22205
www.bluemontcivic.org
General Membership Meeting Minutes
at the Lubber Run Community Center and on Zoom 

June 26, 2024; 7:30 PM

1. The President established that a quorum was present.

2. Members unanimously approved minutes of the May General Membership meeting without changes

3. Annual Election of BCA Officers and Posts 
Members voted unanimously to elect the volunteers listed below as voting members of the Executive Committee (President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Arlington Neighborhood Advisory Committee Representative), and voted to elect the other volunteers listed below for the non-voting posts as indicated below (Civic Federation Delegates, Civic Federation Alternate Delegates, and Alternative Neighborhood Advisory Committee Representative).
	Position
	Nominating Slate

	President
	Henry McFarland

	1st VP
	Laura Kirkconnell

	2nd VP
	Carla Conover

	Treasurer
	David Smith

	Secretary
	Fahd Patel

	CivFed, Delegates
	 

	 
	David Hughes

	 
	Allen Norton

	 
	Shakti Shukla 

	 
	David Smith

	CivFed, Alternates
	 

	 
	Jeremiah Howard

	 
	Barbara Wien

	 
	Kate Mattos

	 
	Chitra Kumar

	Arl Neighborhood Advisory Committee
	 

	Representative
	Christopher George 

	Alternate
	Nick Pastore


4. Presentation and Q&A with Virginia State Assembly Delegate Patrick Hope 
Patrick Hope had an informative and engaging discussion with BCA members and others in attendance that included the following topics:

His efforts to give localities permission to protect a larger percentage of tree canopy. The legislation he is trying to get passed would give Arlington County officials some control over how much tree canopy is removed by developers. 

His efforts to give Arlington County authority to reform its system of governance that has not changed since 1932, when Arlington’s population was 25,000 and its budget well below the current $1.5 billion. He explained that only Arlington has a system of governance set by a State charter, and this unique system imposes limits on the power of voters and local government not faced by any other jurisdiction in Virginia. Since 1932, the state legislature has increased the powers granted to localities, but not to Arlington. Arlington therefore lacks the same powers as all other local governments in Virginia. For example, only Arlington is mandated to have five County Board members, while other counties and cities can decide the number, with most choosing 3 to 11. Only in Arlington is it required that the County Board Chair be chosen by Board members voting for one of their own each year, while other jurisdictions can have their Chair elected by voters for a multi-year term. Only Arlington is required to have all County Board positions be at-large rather than districts, and elected on a staggered basis. The legislation Delegate Hope has been working on since 2022 would not require the Arlington County Board to change its governance, but would give the County Board State permission to reform its restrictive 1932 system of governance Arlington if it chose. BCA members noted that at General Membership meetings, BCA Civic Federation delegates have discussed the Arlington County Civic Federation’s work on reforming Arlington County governance, a two-year process including consultation with stakeholders that resulted in Civic Federation members approving a final report in FY 2023. The final report and other relevant documents are here https://www.civfed.org/about-us/committees/tiger/.  
Topics discussed during the Q&A with Patrick Hope included a bill about special grand juries  and the related waste of resources; women’s health; the need for the state to give Arlington officials more power during the Site Plan process to require developers to mitigate the effects their projects have on worsening stormwater flows from their properties onto other properties; traffic noise on I-66; and the increase in traffic noise around 9th Street, N and N. Lexington Street after VDOT made changes to other sections of the I-66 sound wall but left the section by N. Lexington and 9th Street, N section in its inferior prior state. 

5. Summary Reports of Executive Board Officers, Civic Federation Delegates, BCA Committees, and Follow-up Discussion 
a. The President reported on the success of the Memorial Day and Juneteenth bell-ringings, and encouraged people to join in ringing the bell on Thursday July 4th and Labor Day.  The President noted that at the May meeting BCA members had approved his signing a letter with other civic associations about special exemptions to the General Land Use Plan (GLUP) but said the draft of that letter was not yet complete. The President reported on the meeting he joined with the officers of other civic associations, the Arlington County Civic Federation, and the Arlington County Stormwater Management Team about an overview of the County’s stormwater risk and management plan, and said the plan is not yet public. The President noted that BCA has no General Membership meetings in July and August, but members are welcome to join the Executive Board meetings held on the last Wednesday of July and August via Zoom and in-person, starting at 7 pm.

b. The Treasurer reported that in the past month, BCA received $135 in membership dues, bringing its bank balance to $2169.90. He said that at the start of the year, BCA had $2315.75 in its bank account. Over the year, BCA received $1465 in dues, and spent $1619.73. The remaining balance was $2618.90. BCA has 11 fewer members now than last year.  91 members or households have paid their annual dues. Members discussed the need to continue encouraging people to join the civic association, and to renew their memberships. 
c. BCA’s Civic Federation delegates reported that John Ford was elected President of the Arlington County Civic Federation (ACCF). They also discussed the Civic Federation’s discussion of efforts to ban gas-powered leaf blowers. The full report on the June ACCF annual meeting is on its webpage https://www.civfed.org
d.  BCA’s Expanding Housing Options (EHO) Committee Chair reported that there are still the same four EHO projects approved in Bluemont, and no construction has begun. She explained that neighbors trying to find out what is being built under an approved EHO permit are having to spend money for a Freedom Of Information Act (FOIA) request. The County Manager had said two days before that people can ask the County to provide information on what is being built under an approved EHO project by using the “open government request,” which is free but does not impose any time limit on how long the County can take to respond. County Staff do not understand that people have this option, so the County is considering doing a Standard Operating Procedure and letting people know what to expect. 
6. Continuing Business
a. After discussion of the inadequate County response to BCA queries about increased traffic accidents following re-striping and reconfiguration of traffic lanes at the intersections of N. George Mason and Wilson Blvd, and accidents in area of Glebe and Wilson Blvd through Wilson Blvd and N. Wakefield Street, the President formed a Committee to consider next steps.  Kate Mattos will chair the Committee and is seeking volunteers to join this effort. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.

Minutes prepared by Secretary Laura Kirkconnell 
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