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Bluemont Civic Association
Representing Neighborhoods in and around Arlington Traditional School, Lacey Woods Park, Bon Air, Fields Park, Balls Crossing, West Ballston, and all along the former Bluemont Division of the Washington and Old Dominion Railroad
P.O. Box 5134 Arlington, Virginia 22205
www.bluemontcivic.org
General Membership Meeting Minutes
Virtual Meeting via Zoom
December 15, 2021; 7:30 PM
The President opened the meeting at 7:30 pm.  The President established that a quorum of the membership was in attendance.  By unanimous consent the minutes of the November 2021 General Membership meeting were approved.

Discussion and VOTE on N. Carlin Springs Road Safety Resolution:
The President turned the floor over to Christopher George, who introduced the resolution proposed at the November General Membership meeting for a vote in December.  The resolution contained recommendations for improving safety along N. Carlin Springs Road between N. Edison Street and N. Kensington Street for pedestrians, bicyclists, scooters, vehicles and all forms of transport.  The resolution’s text follows:  

MOTION for a vote at the December 15 Bluemont Civic Association General Membership Meeting:

N. Carlin Springs Road Safety Improvements

Purpose:  To allow for the safe, orderly flow of pedestrians, motor vehicles, bicyclists and transit. 

Noting with appreciation the safety improvements made to N. Carlin Springs Road between N. Glebe Road and N. Edison Street, the members of the Bluemont Civic Association call for the implementation of traffic calming and pedestrian safety measures on N. Carlin Springs Road between the intersection of N. Edison Street and N. Carlin Springs Road, and the intersection of N. Kensington Street and N. Carlin Springs Road, in the Bluemont neighborhood to make it safer and more accessible to for all modes of transportation:

The addition of marked ADA compliant crossings, and median island refuge with curb extensions and streetscaping when possible, at the below intersections, at a minimum

· 2nd Street North and N. Jefferson Street

· N. Greenbrier Street

· Arlington County to take over the management of street lighting and convert to dark sky compliant Carlyle style lights

· Request the county consider lowering the speed limit to 25 mph from 30 mph as part of the county Vision Zero effort

Next steps: 

The Bluemont Civic Association:

Requests that Arlington County work collaboratively with the Bluemont Civic Association to maximize public participation and input into the further consideration, design, implementation, and evaluation of traffic, by involving neighborhood residents, local business, neighboring civic associations, and other potentially impacted parties. 

Requests that Arlington County consider implementing improvements in coordination with the Arlington Forest and Bluemont Civic Associations as part of a Vision Zero, repaving, or Neighborhood Conservation (NC) project effort. 

Requests the County consider using a demonstration project to pilot changes before fully implementing. 

Bluemont Civic Association members call for these recommendations to be included in the Bluemont Neighborhood Conservation Plan.
End of resolution
The President opened the floor for discussion.  There ensued a short dialogue related to traffic flow, current and future speeds of vehicular traffic along that stretch of road, and general considerations of pedestrian and bicycle safety.  Thereafter, the Secretary moved that the membership proceed to a vote.  The First Vice President seconded that motion.
The membership voted using a Zoom poll.  The resolution passed; results were 89% for, 6% against, with 6% that abstained (percentages exceed 100% due to rounding).
Presentation and Q&A on Deer Population in Arlington County:  

Bill Browning, Arlington Regional Master Naturalist (ARMN) https://armn.org and member of the County’s Forestry and Natural Resources Commission https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Commissions-and-Advisory-Groups/Forestry-and-Natural-Resources-Commission?BestBetMatch=forestry%20and%20natural%20resources|d2f86bd7-6525-489c-b1eb-fbe9efd2bbfb|6244aa32-b2d4-441b-b20e-1096256a4671|en-US, made a presentation pertaining to the deer population within Arlington County.  Mr. Browning provided slides showing the damage that the current deer population causes to the understory of Arlington’s scarce forested acreage.  The slides are now on the BCA website. (http://www.bluemontcivic.org/docs/Deer%20Pres_Bluemont_Dec%202021.pdf  )  
Key points from the presentation included:  This deer destruction of understory erases habitat suitable for small mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and birds.  It also contributes to storm water runoff from these denuded forest floors.  The non-federal acreage within the County can support 30 to 40 deer in optimum conditions.  A recent census showed that the actual population of deer on non-federal property within the County was 290 in 2021.  The County’s recent survey of deer population indicated that Bluemont Park and Bon Air Park (which run through or next to the Bluemont neighborhood) are the third highest among the four areas of Arlington County with higher deer counts than experts agree is healthy for regeneration of native plants.  Mr. Browning reviewed how local jurisdictions manage deer populations, and the state of Arlington County’s efforts.  
Attempts at “birth control” have proved to be ineffective, and the state of Virginia does not allow sterilization to be used to control deer population. The solution to overpopulation is humane culling.  Arlington County staff will review the recent deer density survey conducted by a private contractor for Arlington County and brief the County Board by the summer of 2022.  Mr. Browning answered questions from the membership.
Presentation and Q&A on Proposed Redevelopment of the Parcel Located at 4600 N. Fairfax Drive (currently the Holiday Inn and an office building immediately behind it):  
Representatives of Hoffman Development said they had only done a first, preliminary filing with the County, but wished to present an overview of the current scope of the project and discuss any questions or suggestions civic association members and/or Bluemont residents might have regarding the proposal.  The principal presenters were Nicholas V. Cumings, Associate, Walsh Colucci, https://thelandlawyers.com/professionals/cumings/, Robin Bettarel, Senior Vice President of Development, Hoffman & Associates, https://www.hoffman-dev.com/, and architect Chris Harvey, of Hord Coplan Macht, https://www.hcm2.com/team/chris-harvey/.
To fill the portion of the parcel fronting along the south side of Fairfax Drive (currently the Holiday Inn), Hoffman proposes a seven-story residential building with 504 individual units (apartments), with parking beneath the building.  Behind the building, Hoffman proposes two parallel rows of single-family townhouse type units, 29 in all.  Again, there would be parking available to the residents of those units.  Hoffman presented preliminary drawings of the structures, showing pedestrian and bicycle circulation, and general traffic flow through and around the site.  The presentation emphasized that the height of the buildings would step back from the height along the Fairfax Drive frontage to the height of the townhouses and other residences currently along N. Wakefield Street and N. Woodrow Street.

A question and answer period followed, with emphasis on (1) pedestrian and bicycle safety at the problematic intersection of N. Fairfax Drive and N. Wakefield Street (currently in front of the Holiday Inn), (2) the proposed vehicular entrance to the property at its northwest corner, and (3) the effect that the project might have on storm water runoff draining into Lubber Run from the nearby Ballston beaver pond, and flowing through underground infrastructure right next to the proposed development. This discussion continued until approximately 9:15 pm.

Forestry and Natural Resources Plan:  Thereafter, BCA member Caroline Haynes provided a short update on the County’s Forestry and Natural Resources Plan. https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Projects/FNRP.  The plan may be published in the January – March 2022 time frame.
Following that presentation, officers provided brief updates on civic association efforts regarding stormwater and flooding prevention, the Missing Middle Housing Study, the President’s recent call with County Board Chair Matt De Ferranti, the County’s latest concept design proposals for Upper Bluemont Park, and other issues of interest in Bluemont.

Treasurer David Smith, also engaged as a member of a Civic Federation committee editing an earlier Civic Federation resolution pertaining to stormwater, reported that there will be a meeting in January 2022 to discuss storm water/flooding remediation within the Lubber Run watershed.

The First Vice President provided an update on proposed concept designs for Upper Bluemont Park.  There are two designs, replacing old with new.  The second proposal will slightly reduce the parking lot and move two tennis courts. See https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Projects/Project-Types/Uncategorised/Upper-Bluemont-Project.  The First Vice President also reported that in connection with the funding for the western entrance to the Ballston-MU station, the optimum time to submit comments to the NVTA in support of that project would be early spring of 2022.
The Treasurer reported a balance of $2,090.02, with approximately ten checks awaiting deposit.

Given the lateness of the hour, the Secretary, on behalf of the Civic Federation Delegates, referred the membership to the video of the entire meeting, available at https://www.civfed.org. 

Finally, the President reported that on her recent phone call with County Board Chair Matt de Ferranti reviewing civic association requests to the County Board. Matt de Ferranti asked about the Safe Routes to School Sidewalk Project along 8th Road, N and N. Lexington Street. Much of the call concerned BCA’s stormwater and flooding-related requests, including flood vulnerabilities along the open channel of Lubber Run (along the western side of the 500-700 Blocks of North Abingdon Street). The President informed Mr. de Ferranti that DES staff told BCA the County had no priority list to address such problems with open channels in Arlington County because of the lack of appropriated funds within the County’s Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) to address open channels. Matt de Ferranti said he was glad this is now on his radar, and noted that BCA’s open channel concern would need to be in the CIP, which is developed in the spring.  Matt de Ferranti said he was interested in the issue of a permit promise and obligation that the President told him about. (County staff from the Board of Zoning Appeals told BCA at its October 2021 meeting that County staff must accept the facts in the description developers provide in permit requests of what they plan to do, because there is no requirement for the applicant for a use permit or zoning variance to certify that representations in the application are true under any penalty or sanction. This makes it difficult for County staff to deal with developers who do not do what they said they planned to do in their applications.) Regarding a BCA Executive Board request regarding Bluemont small business Good Company Donuts (on the corner of N. Glebe Road and n. 7th Street), Matt de Ferranti reviewed the compromise he and County Board Member Takis Karantonis worked out between County Staff and the business order that allowed the business to keep much of its outdoor seating while accommodating the bus shelter that could not be moved to a different location. 

The President also reported on the “Roundtable” on public engagement that the County Manager hosted at the end of November, which included recommendations for increasing community engagement that the County’s office of public engagement said they would be sending to meeting participants. The President said she would share this information with the BCA Executive Board and Membership Committee once it is received.

The President adjourned the meeting at 9:34 pm.
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