
Bluemont Civic Association 

Minutes of General Membership Meeting
Virtual Meeting via Zoom
April 28, 2021; 7:30 PM

The President opened the meeting at 7:30 pm and established through Zoom that a quorum was present.

By unanimous consent the Committee approve the minutes of the March 2021 General Membership Meeting.
Presentation and Q&A:  The President greeted the Arlington County Police North Arlington Community Outreach Team and turned the floor over to them.  In addition to the Community Outreach Team, one of the team leaders introduced another unplanned participant, Parisa Dehghani-Tafti, the Commonwealth’s Attorney for Arlington County and the City of Falls Church.  Other participants representing the Police Department included Lt. Eliseo Pilco, Sgt. Jeffrey Lubin (North Arlington Team Supervisor), Cpl. Dorian Brooks, and Officer Harley Guenther.  Officer Guenther narrated an extensive slide presentation.  The goals of the community outreach effort are geared toward promotion of community-based partnerships that foster police interaction and cooperation with the residents that are the ultimate customers of their services.  This is a part of the County’s efforts to have the A.C.P.D. engage actively with the Arlington Community.  There followed an extensive question and answer period with both the Commonwealth’s Attorney and the Community Outreach Team.
Reports of Officers, Committee Chair, Parks Liaison:  Upon conclusion of this presentation and question and answer period, the meeting continued to the Reports of Officers, Liaisons and Committee Chairs.
BCA Parks Liaison Hugh Robinson announced that on May 2, volunteers will be needed to participate in an “invasive plant pull” at Mary Carlin Woods from 2:00 to 4:00 pm.
The President reported on a letter and email that the President sent to the County Board presenting the position taken by the Bluemont Civic Association requesting the County revisit the Ballston Pond project to see what additional measures could be taken to reduce the flooding risk to homes in Bluemont along Lubber Run (500-700 blocks of N. Abingdon Street) that FEMA’s preliminary revisions to its Flood Insurance Rate Map propose to place into a 100-year flood zone.  The purpose would be to minimize the potential of Lubber Run to erode further the banks of the open channel behind these properties that carries Lubber Run from the Ballston Pond. 
The President reported on a letter that the President sent to the County Board presenting the position taken by the Bluemont Civic Association regarding the property tax rates. 

The President reported on a phone call she received from  County Board Member Takis Karantonis regarding the Safe Routes to School Sidewalk project at N. Lexington Street and 8th Road, N, and the civic association’s letter regarding Ballston Pond.

The President discussed the ongoing process of renaming of the former Key School, which is moving to the current location of Arlington Traditional School, and the civic association’s letter to Safeway with regard to the neighborhood store’s continuing service to the community during the pandemic.  
With regard to the issues associated with Lubber Run and N. Abingdon Street resident David Smith indicated that he was unaware of any response from the County.
The first Vice-president reported that the Missing Middle Study Working Group has continued to monitor the County’s activities with regard to its Missing Middle Housing Study.  The County is expected to release a summary of the public’s responses to the initial questionnaire.  The County staff will then enter a second phase of the study, focusing on the types of housing that the questionnaire’s responses indicated were most the desirable/least intolerable solutions to the problem as the questionnaire framed it.  The staff will then issue a report.

The first Vice-president also indicated that there was nothing new to report regarding a second (Western) entrance to the Ballston metro. 
The Treasurer reported that BCA’s current balance is $1,632.72.  This reflects the expenses associated with the most recent newsletter.  It also demonstrates the necessity to consider soliciting local businesses to advertise in the next (and following) newsletters.
The leader of the N. Carlin Springs Road Committee reported that the task force had scheduled additional meetings with residents along the affected portion of N. Carlin Springs Road, as well as with representatives of the adjacent civic association representing Arlington Forest.
Unfinished Business:
(a) Nominating Committee Update:

The Nominating Committee reported that it has received nominations for the following offices: President (current incumbent [Laura Kirkconnell]); 1st Vice President (current incumbent[Henry McFarland); 2nd Vice President (current incumbent [Kate Mattos]); Treasurer (David Smith); Secretary (current incumbent [David Hughes]); Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee Representative (current incumbent [Nick Pastore]); Alternate Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee Representative (current incumbent [Christopher George]); four Delegates to the Arlington County Civic Federation (two of the four current incumbents [Allen Norton and David Hughes]); and four Alternate Delegates to the Arlington County Civic Federation (one of the four current incumbents [Mark Haynes]).
(b) Neighborhood Conservation Plan Priority Project Update:

The Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee Representative reported that the County Board voted on May 20 to fund the BCA Neighborhood Conservation Plan Priority Project (safety improvements to the intersecton of 6th Street and N. Edison Street https://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/sixth-st-north-edison-st/ ).  He said we were about one year out from construction, there would likely be two County design reviews, one of which would go to affected neighbors for comment.  He noted that the last one had 95% concurrence of residents.

(c) Plans for Letter to County Board on the FY 2022 – FY 2024 Capital Improvement Plan: 

The President explained the County’s schedule for setting priorities in the FY 2022 – FY 2024 Capital Improvement plan (CIP), with the County Board to review the County Manager’s proposed FY 2022- FY 2024 CIP in early May 2021, and approve the FY 2022 – FY2024 CIP in July 2021, and asked for members’ concurrence with her plan to send the County Board a letter noting the Bluemont Civic Association position taken by members regarding including Bon Air Park in the CIP, and civic association priorities regarding flood prevention/mitigation and pedestrian safety.  Members unanimously agreed.

New Business:

Neighborhood concerns about increased heavy truck traffic on N. Tazewell Street:

According to N. Tazewell Street resident Greg Morris and others, numerous 18-wheelers delivering goods to the Target store routinely use N. Tazewell Street to deliver to the Waycroft’s N. 7th Street loading dock. There have been occasions where multiple trucks had blocked N. Tazewell Street, waiting to enter N. 7th Street and then to turn into the loading dock area. This delivery procedure is contrary to the original description that Saul Centers provided to the County and the neighborhood during the site plan review process.  At that time, Saul indicated that primary commercial deliveries would come from northbound N. Glebe Road, with trucks making a left turn onto N. 7th Street at the new, controlled intersection and thereafter entering the loading dock area.  During the discussion, members noted that Saul had emphasized time and again that it wished “to be a good neighbor.”  It was suggested that the neighbors contact Saul Center’s Senior Vice President, Mary Beth Avedesian, and inform her of the problem. Also, it was suggested that the County planners should likewise be notified that deliveries to the site were not occurring as originally described.

An additional truck traffic problem is associated with the construction site at 600 N. Glebe Road (Harris Teeter).  Numerous heavy dump trucks departing the construction site are using N. Tazewell Street as part of their departure route.  This truck traffic is contrary to the original description that Harris Teeter and its construction contractor provided to the County and the neighborhood during the site plan review process.  At that time, Harris Teeter assured the neighborhood and the County that the neighborhoods north of N. Carlin Springs Road should experience no impacts from the Harris Teeter project.  Again, it was suggested that the neighbors contact Harris Teeter and inform it of the problem. Also, it was suggested that the County planners should likewise be notified that traffic activities surrounding the site were not occurring as originally described.
MOTION:  The General Membership voted to approve the following motion:

“The Bluemont Civic Association should encourage the County to address neighborhood concerns about truck traffic on streets neighboring the Mazda/Target site, and the Harris Teeter site.” 
. 

The President adjourned the meeting at 9:41 pm.
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