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Bluemont Civic Association
Representing Neighborhoods in and around Arlington Traditional School, Lacey Woods Park, Bon Air, Fields Park, Balls Crossing, West Ballston, and all along the former Bluemont Division of the Washington and Old Dominion Railroad
P.O. Box 5134 Arlington, Virginia 22205
www.bluemontcivic.org
General Membership Meeting Minutes
Virtual Meeting via Zoom 
June 24, 2020; 7:30 PM

Order of Business

1. Quorum Established

2. Approved Minutes of the General Membership Meeting conducted on February 26, 2020 without edits.
3. Presentation and Q&A:  “Restoration plans for Bon Air Park, Lacey Woods and Mary Carlin Woods, and how Bluemont Can Help” with Lyndell D. Core, Park Services Area Manager, Urban Operations, Parks and Natural Resources Division

· Provided link for Bluemont residents to volunteer to help with restoration efforts at Mary Carlin Woods and Lacey Woods. Volunteer efforts will not begin until September.

· In Lacey Woods, the plan is to replace all the trees that were cut down, and to try to remediate all the damage.  The County will plant the correct species at the correct time, in coordination with the County's new invasives coordinator.  The species used will depend on the suppliers.  The County will know closer to September. 

· In Mary Carlin Woods and Lacey Woods, Park Rangers have increased patrolling, and removed constructed jumps on the rogue trails.  Based on the recommendation of the County's Urban forester, the County placed wood chips where the soil had been brushed away. They had eliminated the entire rogue path in Mary Carlin Woods, and some ferns have already started to grow.

4. Summary Reports of Officers, Executive Board, and Committee Chairs (President, First VP, Second VP, Secretary, Treasurer, NCAC Rep, Civic Federation).  The current budget balance is $2764.33.

5. Membership views on Bon Air, Lacey Woods and Mary Carlin Woods Restoration, including whether BCA should seek to get Bon Air Park included in the Capital Improvement Plan. 

MOTION APPROVED:  Members voted to approve the following motion:

· MOTION:  "To advertise the following motion for a vote at the next General Membership meeting: 'BCA should work to get Bon Air Park included in the next regular Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).’ "

MOTION APPROVED:  Members voted to approved the following motion:

· MOTION:  “To advertise the following motion for a vote at the next General Membership meeting: ‘BCA supports restoration efforts in Mary Carlin Woods, Lacey Woods and Bon Air Park, including from damage from unauthorized bike trail construction, bike riding, the July 2019 flooding and other issues, and calls for BCA to be fully included from the start of the County's restoration planning and implementation, and throughout the process.’”  

6. Unfinished Business from Previous Meeting
a. Nominating Committee for Annual Elections Members voted to approve the Nominating Committee of Nora Palmatier and Kate Mattos. Kate shared contact information for the Committee.  

b. Timeline for Annual Elections – Members approved the following motion. 
· MOTION:  "to ratify the Executive Board's actions to follow bylaw requirements from transparent nomination procedures for annual elections, including extending the current Board until successors are approved in October 2020."  

c. Call for Volunteer Liaisons.  Members agreed to welcome Hugh Robinson as the BCA liaison to Parks and Recreation 

d. Loading Dock 800 N. Glebe, JBG to host first Community Meeting (virtually) on July 9.  The President will attend this meeting.

e. Newsletter Distribution – Update provided on distribution of the neighborhood-wide newsletter in August.
f. Update on Neighborhood Conservation Project:  6th Street, N. Emerson, N. Edison The survey of affected neighbors was completed.  There will be a community meeting with County staff to discuss the design concept.
g. Bell-ringing on National Holidays at Noon (resuming with social distancing) Report on the Juneteenth bell-ringing, and social distancing measures
h. Stream Restoration 4th Street, N near Bluemont Park County did preliminary work on stream stabilization, and added the stream to their priority list for stream repair or restoration.  The timing depends on the budget and the ranking of this project versus other projects County-wide.  The earliest the project could start is 2021-22. 
New Business
Pupatella:  Members shared information about the Pupatella restaurant regarding their desire to relocate due to a substantial rent increase. 
Virtual vs. Meeting in Person During the Pandemic:  Members agreed to continue virtual meetings given the pandemic.  Several noted that virtual meetings make it easier for them to attend.

Future Speakers:  Members supported inviting the Arlington Community Foundation to do a zoom presentation on the needs of low-income Arlingtonians and how to help.  Members supported inviting the League of Women Voters to do a non-partisan informational presentation on upcoming elections and how to vote.  Several members noted the importance of BCA helping inform members of how to vote.  The President will follow up with these proposed speakers. 

League of Women Voters Request for Help with Yard Signs and Posters: Several members volunteered to help the League with yard signs and posters.  Members supported BCA continuing to help share the Leagues' information on voting.

Adjourned at 8:55 pm
Minutes prepared by the BCA President
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