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Bluemont Civic Association
Representing Neighborhoods in and around Arlington Traditional School, Lacey Woods Park, Bon Air, Fields Park, Balls Crossing, West Ballston, and all along the former Bluemont Division of the Washington and Old Dominion Railroad
P.O. Box 5134 Arlington, Virginia 22205
www.bluemontcivic.org
General Membership Meeting Minutes
Arlington Traditional School
855 N Edison St, Arlington, VA 22205
February 26, 2020; 7:30 PM
Order of Business

1. A quorum was established

2. Members approved the minutes of the Executive Board Meeting conducted on January 29, 2020 without changes.
3. Summary Reports of Officers (President, First VP, Second VP, Secretary, Treasurer, NCAC Rep, Civic Federation).   The Treasurer reported $2765.43 in the BCA budget. The NCAC Representative reported that the County will be replacing street lights with LED lights along County-maintained corridors. The President noted the requirement in the BCA bylaws to name a Nominating Committee at the next General Membership meeting in preparation for the annual election of BCA offices and posts. 
4. Unfinished Business

a. Neighborhood Conservation Plan Project.  Members welcomed Nick Pastore volunteering as Block Captain for the NCP Priority Project approved at the January 29, 2020 General Membership meeting (Crosswalk and pedestrian safety improvements and beautification at 6th Street, N.; N. Emerson and N. Edison.)  The NCAC Representative and Nick Pastore will prepare the letter requested by the NCAC for the BCA President to inform County of our Priority Project.

b. Discussion of which articles to include in the neighborhood-wide newsletter.
c. BCA-Hosted Community Event for Arlington’s 100th Birthday:  The First Vice President reported that discussions between the BCA President, First Vice-President and Captain Burrell of Fire Station 2 went well, and the Fire Station may be offer some family-friendly activities during the event.  Captain Burrell will ask the Fire Chief  for permission to host the event as a partner with BCA.  The plan is for a potluck from noon to three, likely on the County’s Neighborhood Day, Saturday May 4.  (NOTE:  All these efforts had to be indefinitely postponed in March due to the pandemic, and Neighborhood Day was cancelled.)
d. Presentation by Steve Young and Bill Browning on the Impact of Deer on Neighborhoods and Parks

5.  New Business

a. Members voted unanimously that the Treasurer could seek to sell advertisements in the neighborhood-wide newsletter, and agreed the Treasurer can set the ad rates in consultation with the Executive Board, ensuring that ads cover at least the cost of printing additional pages for such ads.  
b. BCA’s leadership was invited to a March 19 Community Forum on the next Capital Improvement Plan.  The First Vice President will attend.  (NOTE: The Community Forum was indefinitely postponed in March due to the pandemic.) 

c. The President will attend the March 26 Community Engagement Event about Upcoming Renovations to the northern portion of Lacey Woods Park. Project scope includes the restroom/picnic pavilion, basketball court, basketball court lighting, athletic field, site furnishings, site circulation, ADA improvements, limited fencing, storm water management, drainage and landscaping. The existing playground was not included.  (NOTE:  The event was indefinitely postponed due to the pandemic, and the status of the project is unclear because budgetary effects of the pandemic forced the County to significantly cut CIP spending for the next year.) 

d. Members were encouraged to join the March 2 Walk-Through of Bon Air Park with Lyndell Core, Parks and Natural Resources, in response to neighborhood questions about County plans for restoration work due to the July 7th flooding.  Neighbors from the Dominion Hills and Boulevard Manor civic associations had also been invited to this walk-through.
e. In response to the request from County Board Member Katie Cristol’s office about what issues BCA members may wish to discuss when they meet with Katie Cristol at the March 25 General Membership meeting, individual members recommended the BCA President include:  Housing density and missing middle housing; pedestrian and cyclist safety concerns crossing Glebe at the intersection with Fairfax Drive, and the intersection with Wilson Blvd; the poor state of sidewalks, including safety hazards from narrow sidewalks along busy streets;  the stream blockage at 4th Street N. near Bluemont Park; and the flooding problem at N. Edison near Wilson Blvd.  (NOTE:  Preparations for this meeting, and Katie’s Cristol visit, were indefinitely suspended due to the Governor’s Stay-At-Home order stemming from the pandemic.)
6.   Adjourned at 8:55 pm
Minutes prepared by the President
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