
BCA MEETINGS AT A GLANCE
NEXT Meeting, 2/22, 7:30 pm, 
Arlington Traditional School
(The Executive Board meeting will 
be held at 7:00 pm and is open to 
all paid BCA members.) 
Members of the BCA Neighbor
hood Conservation Plan Update 
Committee will be present to dis
cuss the Introduction/Executive 
Summary/History and Urban 
Forestry chapters.

LAST EXEC. COMMITEE AND 
GENERAL MEETING, 12/14
At the January 18 Executive 
Board and General Membership 
meetings Civic Federation delegate 
Bob Akins reported that the Civic 
Federation would hold a candi
dates’ debate on Tuesday, March 
6 (7:30 pm in Virginia Hospital 
Center’s Hazel Auditorium) for 
those who are running to fill the 
open County Board seat in the 
March 27 special election.

President Judah dal Cais noted 
that developer JBG had submitted 
a site plan amendment to convert 
groundfloor retail space to office 
space in the new building located 
at 800 N. Glebe Road (the Peck 
site). He also reported that the 
Site Plan Review Committee 
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Be Prepared in 2012!
If a winter storm knocks out power in Arlington and roads are impass
able due to ice, downed trees, and utility lines, how well will you be 

able to cope? Disasters can happen any time and your ability to 
bounce back quickly has a lot to do with the steps you 

take to be better prepared beforehand. One impor
tant step you can take to be better prepared for 

and able to respond to all types of emergencies, 
large and small, is to complete the Community 
Emergency Response Training (CERT) spon
sored twice a year by the Arlington County 
Citizen Corps, Office of Emergency Manage
ment (OEM), and Fire Department (ACFD). 
This eightsession, 25hour course pro
vides important information and skills 
needed to help yourself and others and 
covers disaster preparedness, disaster 
medical operations, light search and res
cue, team organization, disaster psychol

ogy, fire suppression, and terrorism. It 
follows a FEMA/DHS allhazards curriculum 

used around the globe.
Todate, over 530 individuals have completed 

CERT training in Arlington County. It is open to 
Arlington residents—and those who work in the county 

but reside elsewhere—who are at least 18 years of age 
(16 if accompanied by a parent or guardian) and able to participate 

in all aspects of the training, some of which requires lifting and carrying. 
We have members of all ages. The training is free, but participants are 
expected to acquire certain supplies themselves, many of which you prob
ably already have onhand. All classes meet at the Arlington County Fire 
Training Academy in Shirlington and are taught by ACFD, ACPD 

Inclement 
Weather 
Notice!

Should inclement weather 
force Arlington Public 
Schools to close on a day 
that a BCA meeting also 
has been scheduled, 
the BCA meeting 
will be cancelled.

NC Plan Updates and Discussion
Your Input & Concerns

JOIN US 2/22:

Spring in February! Just keep in mind that  
Old Man Winter could still surprise us.

N E I G H B O R H O O D

FEB 2012 A PUBLIC SERVICE OF YOUR BLUEMONT CIVIC ASSOCIATION www.bluemontcivic.org

aa2aa4



MORE AT BLUEMONTCIVIC.ORG

Neighborhood 
Conservation Plan 
Available For 
Comment
Later this month, the BCA 
Neighborhood Conservation Plan 
(NCP) Update Committee will 
begin posting draft sections of 
the new NCP for BCA residents 
to read and offer comments. The 
first two sections to be posted 
will be draft versions of the 
NCP’s Introduction/Executive 
Summary/History section and 
Urban Forestry section. Please 
visit http://bluemontncp.word
press.com to review the draft 
chapters and post your own sug
gestions. The sections’ authors 
will provide a brief overview of 
their work at the February 22 
BCA General Meeting. n

BCA Annual 
Elections
A new BCA leadership team will be 
elected at the Annual Meeting in 
June. These team members are 
your neighbors who devote extra 
time to represent our interests 
at county meetings, sit on com
mittees, and stay connected to 
what’s going on in our neighbor
hood and the greater Arlington 
area to ensure Bluemont is a bet
ter and safer place to live. BCA is 
asking for volunteers to form a 
Nominating Committee to find via
ble candidates to run for offices. 
Please contact BCA President 
Judah dal Cais for more informa
tion, president@bluemontcivic.org 
or 7035281551. n
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(SPRC) would begin its review of the Goodyear site plan (650 N. Glebe 
Road) on January 23.

The Executive Board reviewed and approved (as presented) the 
Executive Board meeting minutes from December 14, 2011. 

At the General Membership meeting, Arlington Police Officer Beth 
Lennon reported on the car breakins that had occurred in December. 
Most of the thefts were from unlocked vehicles. She urged all resi
dents to lock their vehicles and to remove all personal items from 
their vehicles to reduce the chances of theft. 

Environmental Landscape Supervisor Patrick Wegeng, Landscape 
Supervisor Lois Barb, and Invasive Plant Program Coordinator Sarah 
Archer presented a new initiative to rehabilitate and restore the nat
ural areas along the Bluemont Junction Trail from its intersection 
with N. Fairfax Drive/I66 through Fields Park all the way down to N. 
Kensington Street.

 County staff and 
volunteers will remove 
invasive plant species 
(trees, bushes, vines, 
etc.), which will be 
replaced with more 
diverse native species 
that will better sup
port migratory song
birds and other 
wildlife. In addition to 
improving habitat, 
this effort should also 
improve the trail corridor’s appearance.

Wegeng noted the many valuable trees and other helpful plants that 
would be preserved (or saved, in cases where invasives threaten them) 
along the trail. Some private property owners have planted invasive 
species, particularly along fence lines, that encroach onto county 
parkland. Staff will give these property owners advance notice and the 
opportunity to move their plants back onto private property. In cases 
where homeowners choose not to move their plants, Wegeng and his 
team will work with owners to develop solutions and select native 
replacement species that won’t spread or kill other plants.

 Invasive removal should take place between February and August 
2012. In addition to pulling up invasives manually, chemicals similar to 
Roundup will be used. Staff noted that the sprayed areas should be 
safe for people and dogs about four hours after application. They will 
put up flags to mark areas that have been sprayed. Archer said they 
will place the spraying schedule online and will include her name as the 
contact person.

 President dal Cais briefly reviewed BCA’s Tool Loaner program and 
asked for suggestions of tools to supplement the ones already avail
able (a list appeared in the January 2012 BCA newsletter). A revised 
list of residents and the tools they are willing to lend is to be drafted.

 BCA and county staff member Ritch Viola volunteered to help BCA 
apply for the County’s Walkabout program. The application, due by the 
end of February, will include a proposed 2mile walking route. Viola 
asked BCA members to pick a significant date for the Walkabout and 
to send him suggested historical and other important sights in aa3

Patrick Wegeng 
and Lois Barb 
share their 
rehab/restore 
initiative.
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YOU RENEWED 
(Right?)

County Board Open 
Meetings
The Arlington County Board will 
begin holding “Open Door Monday” 
sessions as part of County Board 
Chair Mary Hynes’s effort to 
increase community participation. 
County residents are welcome to 
attend any session to speak 
directly with County Board Mem
bers on any topic. Just come to 
the scheduled session, you do not 
need an appointment. Each ses
sion will be held from 7 pm – 9 pm 
in County facilities and community 
centers, and the sessions will 
rotate to different locations around 
the County. One of the five loca
tions will be the Fire Station #2 
in Bluemont. Meetings will be held 
at this location on the 4th Monday 
of the month, starting on March 
26. Visit www.arlingtonva.us for 
other dates and locations. n

 IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
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Concerns have 
been raised 
about VDOT 
plans for road 
widening which 
could threaten 
our popular 
Custis Trail 
along I66.

Americorps Volunteers Hit The Trail
You will see a new kind of volun
teer on the Four Mile Run Trail in 
2012. A six person team of 
AmeriCorps members is assisting 
Arlington County in the removal 
of invasive plants along the Four 
Mile Run watershed, which 
includes just over half of the 
County’s land. Invasive plant 
removal is one of the priorities of 
the County’s 2010 Natural 
Resources Management Plan and 
the Department of Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Services has set 
out to put recommendations from that plan into action, building on 
their ongoing Invasive Plant Program. Invasive Plant Program 
Coordinator Sarah Archer, herself an AmeriCorps volunteer with 
Arlington County from 20092010, is spearheading the work. In addi
tion to handson removal, the team is conducting outreach and advo
cacy in local schools and assisting with volunteer support. Learning 
new skills is part of the AmeriCorps experience, which this team is 
certainly doing, but a bigger part is giving back to the community. 
Archer applauds the team on their impact, noting the County’s lim
ited capacity for fieldwork before the partnership with AmeriCorps. 
This project, funded by a state grant which runs through October 
2012, is part of a larger effort to prepare for the reintroduction of 
native plants. The AmeriCorps Four Mile Run Restoration Program is 
the only environmentally focused AmeriCorps State Program in 
Virginia. Interested in volunteering to help remove invasive plants? 
Visit www.arlingtonva.us/invasiveplants for more information. 

To learn more about AmeriCorps visit www.americorps.gov. n

Bluemont that would interest walkers. Contact Ritch Viola via email 
Rviola@arlingtonva.us or by phone (703) 2283699. 

Two motions were proposed at the General Membership meeting. 
Neighborhood Conservation Alternate Representative Mark Haynes 
proposed a motion supporting the initiative to rehabilitate/restore the 
Bluemont Junction Trail corridor. After a couple of friendly amend
ments were included, the final motion language read as follows: “We 
commend the landscaping unit and Parks and Natural Resources staff 
for taking on this project, and we endorse their work and urge volun
teers to join their efforts to remove invasive species and replant 
native species.” This motion was seconded and was then approved 
unanimously by the membership.

Bob Atkins proposed a motion to “solicit pro bono legal assistance 
and authorize funds to pay filing fees in order to establish BCA as a 
nonprofit corporation.” This motion was tabled for further review and 
discussion. n

[Note: Full BCA meeting minutes will be posted to the BCA Website 
once they have been approved by the membership (for General Member
ship meetings) or by the Executive Board (for Executive Board meetings.)]

If not, and you can’t renew online 
at bluemontcivic.org, please do...

NAME(S)

MAILING ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBER

EMAIL  (OPTIONAL—FOR BCA NOTIFICATION ONLY)

n GO PAPERLESS AND SAVE TREES
Get BCA Neighborhood News 
electronically by checking this box. 
Be sure to provide your email 
address above!
aBring cash or check for $15 to 
the Feb. 22 General Meeting, or
aMail this form with your check to 
BCA Treasurer
P.O. Box 5134
Arlington VA  22205

NEWSLETTER ALERT! 
Due to delivery considerations for 
holidays and spring breaks, the 

March and April editions of 
BCA News will be combined into 

a single issue. 
AD DEADLINE IS 3/19.
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Civic Federation Representatives
Robert Atkins, Terry Serie, Suzanne Sundburg, 
Sandra Munnell.  Alternates: Sam Ferro, Ed 
Fendley, Dean Foster 
BCA COMMITTEE CHAIRS & REPRESENTATIVES
Webmaster
Dave Leichtman – dave@leichtman.org
Newsletter Editor 
Carla dal Cais – cecathey@gmail.com
Newsletter Design/Layout/Photos 
Sam Ferro – sam@ferroplusferro.com
Newsletter Distribution 
David Van Wagner – dpvanwagner@mindspring.com
Wilson Boulevard Safety Committee
Bob Waffle – rwaffle@comcast.net
Bluemont Village Center Working Group
Judah dal Cais – president@bluemontcivic.org
Ballston Partnership Representative
Talmadge Williams – ttwrec@aol.com
Metro Liaison
Henry McFarland – hmcfarland@hotmail.com
Emergency Preparedness Liaison
James Thorne – james.thorne7@verizon.net

BCA Neighborhood News 
is a service of YOUR community civic association.
bca@bluemontcivic.org
President 
Judah dal Cais – 703-528-1551  
president@bluemontcivic.org
First Vice President 
George Rovder – georgerovder@hotmail.com 
Second Vice President 
Matt Fehling – matt.fehling@alumni.unc.edu
Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee 
Representative 
Larry Smith – LrsML@aol.com
Alternate: Mark Haynes – haynes@concordiapower.us
Treasurer 
Judy Collins – 703-276-0124/jc.swings@verizon.net
Secretary
Chitra Kumar – chitraku@gmail.com

Free website listing when you advertise with us! bluemontcivic.org/docs/rates2011.pdf

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
BCA Meetings-ATS 2/22
(Exec Board: 7pm; General 7:30)  
Check bluemontcivic.org for 
weather-related cancellations.
Master Naturalist Training 2/23 
Begins (info: www.armn.org)
March General Meeting 3/28
Annual Four Mile Run  3/10 
Stream Cleanup 9am–noon, 
Bluemont andBonAir Parks  
(info: www.arlingtonva.us/prcr)
CERT Training 3/15, 3/20 
(see cover story)
Special Election for 3/27 
County Board
April General Meeting 4/25

Bluemont Civic Association
PO Box 5134
Arlington VA 22205

Should U Renew?
That label tells you when your membership 
ends. Why not go to bluemontcivic.org right 
now and renew — quickly and painlessly!
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and OEM staff, and CERT members. Spring CERT 
classes are scheduled to begin March 15 and 20 and 
available spaces will be filled on a firstcome, first
served basis. Advance registration is required. If 
you’d like additional information or would like to sign 
up, please contact the program’s volunteer coordi
nator, Cynthia Kellams, at ArlingtonCERT@gmail.com.

Also, to help residents, visitors, and businesses 
prepare for natural disasters or other emergency 
situations, the Arlington County OEM has created 
the “Arlington Prepares” mobile application. It’s a 

free app for the iPhone and Android that includes 
information about what to do in case of an emer
gency, provides uptotheminute alerts, and lists 
sources for local emergency news. The app can also 
help to create disaster kits, choose emergency 
meeting places, and quickly access personal and 
medical information, as well as to store public and 
personal emergency contact phone numbers. By 
knowing where to get information, having the right 
supplies, and having a plan for you, your loved ones, 
and your pets, you can protect yourself and your 
family. Visit http://arlingtonva.us for more informa
tion and to download the mobile apps. n

Be Prepared from p.1


