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Summer’s Here and the Time Is 
Right for Voting in New Officers 
Annual Meeting & Election
At the final meeting before our summer hiatus, we will elect new 
officers and representatives at Arlington Traditional School (ATS) on 

6/23, 7:30 pm. Members in good standing (i.e., 
those whose dues payments are current) will elect 
officers and representatives for 2010–2011.

Election Slate
The Nominating Committee has forwarded the fol
lowing slate of nominees for the 2010–2011 elec
tion: Judah dal Cais, President; Talmadge Williams, 
Second Vice President; Mary Thorne, Secretary; 
Judy Collins, Treasurer; Larry Smith, Neighborhood 
Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) Repre
sentative. Terry Serie is nominated as Civic Feder
ation Delegate, and Bob Atkins and Sam Ferro are 
nominees for Civic Federation Alternates.

There are no nominees for the position of first 
vice president or for two additional Civic Federation 
Delegates or Alternates. Nominations for these 
positions, and all others, are welcome and may be 
made from the floor at the Annual Meeting. If you 
have not paid dues for 2010, please bring $23 
(check or cash) to the meeting, which will update 
your membership through December 2011.

We greatly appreciate the efforts of this year’s 
Nominating Committee Chair, Bob Atkins.n

BCA MEETINGS AT A GLANCE
Last General Meeting 5/26
N. Carlin Springs Road
County staff member Richard 
Viola unveiled plans for a 
Neighborhood Conservation (NC) 
project that has been initiated 
by The Buckingham Civic 
Association. The notyetfunded 
project gives the county and the 
community an opportunity to 
discuss longterm strategies for 
managing speed and pedestrian 
safety along N. Carlin Springs 
Road. Buckingham’s NC project 
will attempt to slow traffic and 
enhance pedestrian safety on 
Carlin Springs between N. Glebe 
Road and N. Park Drive/N. 
Vermont Street. The proposed 
project includes curb nubs on 
Carlin Springs and streetlights 
along Park.

At the meeting, members 
expressed concern about speed
ing and the difficulty of crossing 
Carlin Springs. Should the 
Buckingham project come to 
pass, the county would look next 
at the segment from Park/
Vermont down to N. Abingdon 
Street. Street parking on ➡2

New 
Meeting 
Schedule 
Begins 
This Fall
BCA holds no 
general mem
bership meet
ings in July or 
August. The 
next general 
membership 
meeting takes 
place on 
9/22/10. The 
BCA Executive 
Board will meet 
on July 13 and 
August 10 at 
7:30 pm—for 
summer meet
ing loca

   Coming soon, replacement and possible recon-
figuration of the Carlin Springs bridge over 
George Mason Drive. See story below.

➡2



both sides of the road along this stretch is rarely used, and the 
Viola listed potential options for members. If parking were to be 
eliminated from just one side, then there would be room to add a 
bike lane. The group also discussed the redevelopment of “the 
Bishop’s property” on the south side of Carlin Springs; plans have 
been filed with the county to build 10 homes and to add a road with 
a cul de sac to access those homes.

The county has received a federal grant to replace the Carlin Springs 
bridge (crossing George Mason), and some changes to the existing 
configuration will be possible.Viola would like for Bluemont residents 
as well as those of Buckingham and Arlington Forest to start think
ing about the community’s longterm goals for Carlin Springs.

“Noise Czar” Reappointed
The membership voted to reappoint Terry Serie as BCA’s coordinator 
with the county and businesses along N. Glebe Road at Ballston 
Common. With warmer temperatures, area restaurants are enter
taining more outside, and noise is again bothering nearby Bluemont 
neighbors. Serie’s goal is to keep the noise at a level acceptable to 
residents while still allowing the businesses to operate outdoors.

Site Plan Amendment for 950 N. Glebe Road
The membership briefly discussed plans for GWU to use the ground 
floor retail space and an upper floor for classrooms. In May, the 
County Board reviewed BCA’s requested modifications to the site 
plan amendment. Terry Serie reported that member Bob Atkins took 
the podium near midnight to defend BCA’s request, and the County 
Board ultimately approved all changes. With the influx of students, 
it was noted that the hours for zoned parking along N. Woodrow 
and N. Wakefield Streets would need to be extended in the future.

Draft Natural Resources Management Plan
The membership discussed the county’s draft plan and the fact that 
neither Bluemont nor Lacey Woods Parks are included in the plan.n
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tions, see www.bluemontcivic.org.
Beginning in September, BCA 

will eliminate the separate 
monthly Executive Board meet
ings (formerly on the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month). Instead, 
a single meeting will be sched
uled on the 4th Wednesday of 
the month, with some adjust
ments being made for holidays 
and the ATS schedule.

General membership meetings 
will be held 4 times each year, 
and the newsletter will be sent 
4 times a year (2 of those 
issues will be handdelivered to 
all Bluemont doorsteps, once 
each in the spring and fall; the 
other 2 will be mailed to paid 
members). Reducing the number 
of meetings and newsletters 
should cut the workload for new 
and returning officers and repre
sentatives. Additional general 
membership meetings and/or 
newsletters may be scheduled 
on an asneeded basis. The 
Executive Board will meet on the 
4th Wednesday of the month 
whether or not there is a sched
uled general membership meet
ing. The new schedule will be re
evaluated in 2010–2011.n

New Meeting Schedule 
from p.1

PLAN AHEAD TO ADVERTISE WITH US IN SEPTEMBER!
The fall general distribution of BCA News reaches over 2,000 house-
holds and businesses. Find out more at bluemontcivic.org/rates

SEPTEMBER



I-66 Lawsuit Continues On Appeal
Virginia Governor McDonnell recently announced 
that the Commonwealth Transportation Board 
awarded $10.2 million for the first phase of the 
Spot Improvement Project. On May 24, members 
of Arlington’s Green Party filed a brief with the 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals challenging an April 
30 federal district court decision dismissing the 
lawsuit to stop the spot widening of I66 inside the 
Beltway. The suit argues that the widening of I66 
in Arlington violates federal environmental law and 
breaches the legal agreement (the Coleman deci
sion) allowing construction of the 4lane highway 
30 years ago. The suit also asserts that VDOT 
misrepresented the findings of its 2005 I66 
Feasibility Study to justify the project based on 
political considerations, when it actually recom
mended endtoend road widening.

Since nearly 90% of westbound I66 traffic trav
els beyond Arlington exits, the widening may allow 
locals easier travel between exits but will likely do 
little to relieve congestion for commuters. VDOT 
reportedly also rejected 17 out of 21 noise barri
ers recommended by its own noise consultant. n
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IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

NC Plan Update Moves Ahead
BCA received well over 300 written and online 
responses to the NC survey that volunteers dis
tributed throughout Bluemont in April. BCA mem
bers Richard and Caroline Young have been assist
ing committee chair David Van Wagner with tabu
lating the survey responses. The update commit
tee met on Sat., 5/29, and began setting up sub
committees to revise individual sections of the NC 
Plan. The group will use the survey results and 
other resources to update Bluemont’s plan—the 
first major revision since 1999. It’s not too late 
to help. Contact committee chair David Van 
Wagner at 7035245068 or dpvanwagner@mind
spring.com to sign up.n

Volunteers Needed for Bon Air Rose Garden
Citing budget and manpower constraints, Environ
mental Landscape Supervisor Patrick Wegeng is 
again seeking gardening volunteers to help keep our 
Bon Air Memorial Rose Garden in tiptop shape. 
Wegeng needs volunteers to work in small groups 
for a couple of hours each week in alternating 
2week cycles starting now thru the summer. The 
primary task will be cutting blooms (which volun
teers may keep). Free training is required. To vol
unteer or get more details, contact Patrick at 
Pwegeng@arlingtonva.us or call 7032286521.n

Register for Kindergarten Now
Is your child five years old or will he/she turn five 
before September 30, 2010? If so, you will need 
to register your child now for kindergarten. Call 
7032286005 or 7032287660 to help identify 
your school and ask for a registration packet. You 
will need to complete all forms including a health 
form signed by a doctor, and show proof of resi
dency and your child’s birth certificate. Return the 
completed package to the school office. Information 
is needed now to plan adequately for the fall. n

Fall Fundraiser Planned
President Judah dal Cais is planning to hold a 
blockpartystyle fundraiser on N. 5th Street in 
September. Donations will be collected by BCA for 
donation to one or more local charities. We need 
volunteers to help plan and hold the fall fundraiser. 
If you are interested, please contact Judah at 
president@bluemontcivic.org or 7035281551.n



MARK YOUR CALENDARS
BCA Annual Meeting 6/23 
and Election – 7:30 PM at ATS
Ballston Farmers Market 6/24 
Market, 3–7pm, Wellburn Square 
(every Thursday through Oct.14)
JULY
Constitution Bell Ringing 7/4 
Noon, Wilson Blvd. & Geo. Mason
Ballston Arts & Crafts 7/10 
Market, 2–4pm, Wellburn Square 
(every 2nd Saturday through Oct)
Executive Board Meeting  7/13
AUGUST
Executive Board Meeting  8/10
SEPTEMBER
BCA General Meeting  9/22

Civic Federation Representatives
Delegates: Kate Mesches, Talmadge Williams, Ed 
Fendley, Terry Serie. Alternates: Bob Atkins, Judah 
dal Cais, Sam Ferro, Larry Smith
BCA COMMITTEE CHAIRS & REPRESENTATIVES
Webmaster
Dave Leichtman–dave@leichtman.org
Newsletter Editor 
Suzanne Sundburg–pro.wordsmith@verizon.net
Newsletter Design/Layout/Photos 
Sam Ferro–sam@ferroplusferro.com
Newsletter Distribution 
David Van Wagner—dpvanwagner@mindspring.com
Wilson Boulevard Safety Committee
Bob Waffle–rwaffle@comcast.net
Bluemont Village Center Working Group
Judah dal Cais–president@bluemontcivic.org
Ballston Partnership Representative
Talmadge Williams–ttwrec@aol.com
Metro Liaison
Henry McFarland–hmcfarland@hotmail.com
Emergency Preparedness Liaison
James Thorne–james.thorne7@verizon.net
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BCA Neighborhood News 
is a service of YOUR community civic association.
bca@bluemontcivic.org
President 
Judah dal Cais–703-528-1551  
president@bluemontcivic.org

First Vice President 
Wendy Dean–wjlarlington@yahoo.com 

Second Vice President 
Talmadge Williams–703-522-5575/ttwrec@aol.com

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee 
Representative 
Carl Drummond–703-522-8259/carld10@aol.com

Treasurer 
Judy Collins–703-276-0124/jc.swings@verizon.net

Secretary
Mary Thorne–mary.thorne3@verizon.net
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Planetarium Placed on Life Support
Arlington’s School Board has voted to keep the 
David M. Brown Planetarium open parttime thru 
6/30/11, two days a week and limited to grades 
K–2. Weekend shows will continue thru 6/30/11. 
Superintendent Patrick Murphy set a timetable for 
the Friends of the Planetarium to raise money to 
keep the facility open. A total of $402,800 must 
be raised by 6/30/11, or the planetarium will close.

Tax-deductible Donations*: Make checks payable 
to ACFPlanetarium Fund and mail them to Friends 
of the Planetarium, PO Box 7029, Arlington, VA 
22207. Or donate online by visiting www.arlcf.org. 
Click on “Donors and Giving,” then select the 

Bluemont Civic Association
PO Box 5134
Arlington VA 22205

“Donate Online” option, and click on “Network for 
Good” or “Live United.” Select “Planetarium Fund” 
for your donation.

How To Volunteer: Send an email to save.the.
planetarium@gmail.com and include your name and 
contact information. For updates, see the group’s 
Facebook page at http://bit.ly/facebookplanetarium 
or Website at www.saveplanetarium.org.n

*Funds raised on behalf of the Planetarium Fund will be held 
by the Arlington Community Foundation (ACF). Copies of the 
ACF financial reports are available from ACF. If the required 
fundraising effort is unsuccessful and the planetarium is 
closed, the taxdeductible contributions will be used by ACF 

for other educational projects in the community. 


