
 BLUEMONT CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
 Final Minutes 

Executive Board Meeting 
October 23, 2013 

Arlington Traditional School 
 
 

Attending: George Rovder, President; Mark Haynes, First Vice-President; Larry Smith, Second Vice-President; Laura Kirkconnell 
Secretary; David Hughes, Suzanne Sundburg and Terry Serie, Civic Federation Delegates; Dean Foster, Civic Federation 
Alternate; Chris Healey, Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) Representative, Sidewalk Safety Task Force 
co-chair; John Lau, Webmaster;  
 
Rovder called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
(1) Penrose Group about its redevelopment proposal along N. Glebe Road within the Bluemont Civic Association’s (BCA’s) 
boundaries 
 
Managing Director of Acquisitions Tim Riordan and other officials from The Penrose Group, “Penrose,” discussed their 
proposed development project along the west side of N. Glebe Road.  The alleyway to the south abuts the Townes of Ballston, 
and N. Carlin Springs Road is the southern boundary, and 7th Street North is the northern boundary.  Penrose is considering 
two scenarios: one with the property of the Exxon station, and one without.  Penrose and the Exxon property owner are still in 
negotiations.  With the Exxon property, Penrose is proposing to construct a 6-story, mixed-use building with 1 story of ground-
floor retail (8K–10K sq ft) and 5 stories of housing above.  Without the Exxon property, the building would comprise two of the 
three parcels on that block (including the Macy’s parking lot) and would be a 6-story, mixed-use building..  
 
Penrose representatives said they wanted to get BCA input early in the process and learn what BCA would like to see at the site 
(e.g., they noted the possibility of matching the sidewalks to those of the Crimson Goodyear site that is being developed south 
of Carlin Springs Road.  Penrose representatives said plans include retail along Glebe, and they would like to discuss the 
thoughts of BCA members on such retail Penrose would like to discuss how to green up the façade to mitigate the effect on the 
townhomes 
 
The above plans include bonus density Penrose plans to seek in exchange for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) certification and some affordable housing.  Penrose does not plan to ask for any more height or density beyond those 
limits.  There are to be 1 to 2 floors of below-grade parking.  Ten percent of the site will be devoted to open space. 
 
Rovder expressed appreciation for Penrose’s coming to BCA early and asked about the timeline for the project.  The Penrose 
representatives said they had not yet filed a site plan with the County, and the process in Arlington can take two years.  
Riordan said Penrose would try to incorporate comments from BCA and that Penrose was trying to be respectful on height.  
Penrose knew that a larger, 9-story building proposed for the site several years ago had not been supported by the community 
and ultimately was not built. 
 
Rovder asked whether Penrose had talked with the representatives of residents around N. Tazewell Street and the Townes of 
Ballston Homeowners Association.  Penrose had talked to some residents and said they would talk with the nearby 
homeowners associations. 
 
Rovder asked that an additional five minutes be allowed for questions.  The Executive Board agreed. 
 
A member of the board of the Townes of Ballston Homeowners Association said her questions/concerns included the affect on 
traffic and parking because this tiny area has seen a lot of development; so traffic flow and speeding is a problem.  Other 
concerns were the setback between the proposed development and the townhomes behind it, the effect on lighting and 
privacy (the townhomes have skylights in their bathrooms in a location that would be directly affected by a tall building), and 
the location of the parking entrance, trash and utilities.  
 
Riordan replied that these were all good questions that Penrose would try to address.  The alley is an alley, not a continuation 
of the new street running behind the building on the Crimson Goodyear site.  He did not know how many feet the setback 



would be, but he said Penrose could discuss what it has done in the past.  He noted that the first floor of the proposed 
development would be 18 to 20 feet high, so people will not be looking into someone’s window. 
 
In response to a question about safety in the alleyway, the Penrose representative responded that the development would be 
elevated and not add to traffic in the alley, and Penrose would work with townhome residents on appropriate alley lighting. 
 
Another neighbor raised concerns about window spacing and the lack of space between the proposed building and the 
townhomes.  The questioner asked whether the County would let Penrose go further toward Glebe Road as they have with 
other buildings.   
 
In response to another question, the Penrose representative said Penrose did not know if it wanted more or less underground 
parking than provided in the County parking ratio.  He was interested in the view of BCA members. 
 
After the Penrose representatives departed, the Executive Board discussed next steps.  Rovder noted that he does not decide, 
but asked whether it should be put before the General Membership meeting to decide whether the membership wanted to 
form a group to work with Penrose.  Executive Board members agreed that BCA should send Penrose a list of questions, and 
ask a smaller group to work closely with residents in the N. Tazewell Street area to do that. 
 
(2) Approval of Minutes:  The Executive Board unanimously approved the minutes for the September 26, 2013, Executive 
Board meeting as drafted. 
 
(3) Brief Summary Reports of Officers and Committee Chairs  
 
President: Noted that the final report of the Safeway Task Force would be presented to the October 23 General Membership 
meeting.  He noted the need to send meeting notices via e-mail in advance of meetings.  The Board agreed that one week 
before the meeting the Secretary would ask the Webmaster to send out an e-mail notice, and one or two days before the 
meeting, the Secretary would ask the Webmaster to send a meeting notice with the agenda for the meeting. 
 
Rovder discussed follow-up to the Penrose discussion, forming a group, developing the list of questions, and determining when 
Penrose should come back and address the General Membership.  It was moved that the President ask Terry Serie to gather 
questions for Penrose, help to form a group to work with Penrose and neighboring residents, and report back to the Executive 
Board via e-mail on what Penrose says.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Civic Federation: Suzanne Sundburg noted that she had electronically sent Board Members a report on highlights from the 
October 1 Civic Federation meeting, which included a vote to approve a resolution that the County establish an internal audit 
function.  The County’s Urban Agricultural Task Force proposal to allow hens to be kept by more residents will be taken up by 
the County in the next couple of weeks.  She said she had a recap of the October Civic Federation meeting and a copy of her 
report related to the internal audit function motion for anyone interested and would attach the recap and report to the 
minutes for the October 23 Executive Board meeting. (See Attachments 1 and 2.) 
 
Turning to the newsletter, she noted the deadline of November 1, one week early based on the earlier November meeting 
date.   
 
She noted the importance of getting word out about the venue change for the November 20 general membership and 
Executive Board meetings.  The meetings will be held in The Jordan’s community room (located at the corner of N. Wakefield 
Street and Wilson Boulevard).  The Board directed that the Secretary list the address of The Jordan building in the advance e-
mail announcement for that meeting.  Rovder said he would follow up with John Welsh of AHC about how members would get 
access to The Jordan. 
 
NCAC Representative:  Said the report would be made at the General Membership meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:27 pm  
  



Attachment 1: Oct. 1 Civic Federation Meeting Recap 

 
  



Attachment 2: Civic Federation Audit Function Report 

 
  



 
  



 


